[image: image3.png]


.




From Pancakes to Pentecost
Shrove Tuesday
If Pancake Day is not celebrated in your community, start a new tradition!  Offer to organise pancake races at the school or pre-school in a break or at lunchtime, or straight after school.  It may be possible to visit beforehand both to publicize the event and to explain about Shrove Tuesday being the last day before Lent, and what that meant in the past about using up eggs.  Remember that some people are allergic to eggs so identify an egg-free recipe for them. 
Lent

GUS (Give Up Something) and TOM (Take On More) can be our friends during Lent.  A prayer activity:  drawn around a small child onto a length of lining paper to create GUS; and repeat to create TOM.  Then everyone can write onto the figures, or use post-its, with their resolutions.  
Or use ‘wooden people sticks’ from http://www.ss-services.co.uk/ and look for N46 Wooden People Sticks £1.39 for 10 or N69 Large Wooden People Sticks £2.49 for 12.
EggVenture Beads, available in pink or natural versions, provide a structured activity programme for children to follow from Shrove Tuesday onwards.  Backed by a website at www.eggventurebeads.com . £3 each + postage.
Countdown chart – see handout

Love Life, Live Lent 2 published by Church House Publishing 2007 ISBN No: 9780715141502  £8 for a pack of 10, suitable for 6+
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Ash Wednesday
A Buy Nothing Day is a challenge that older children enjoy.  Ash Wednesday, or a Friday in Lent, would be a good day for this.  Start with a discussion about consumerism or social justice and then plan ahead for a day of 24 hours of buying nothing.

A Twelve Hour Fast would be a suitable challenge for children aged 10+.  8am-8pm on a Saturday would work well if you can also plan a day’s activities to encourage everyone.  Make sure you provide plenty of water (and get a specific consent form signed).  Plan a simple ‘feast’ to mark the end of the fast.
Mothering Sunday

Advertise well.  Indicate how long the service is planned to last – and make sure the time is not exceeded – as many families will be planning to take Mum out for lunch.  Run a workshop the day before so children can help to make posies of flowers.  Consider putting out a ‘red carpet’ – either outside on the church path, or at least down the aisle.  This could be made of red backing paper (from an educational supplier) if not real carpet.  Put up some balloons outside the church to advertise that it is a day of celebration, or use a bubble-making machine.  Think carefully about the ‘welcome’ you offer – how easy is it for an irregular attender to follow the service and take part?  What about poor and non-readers of all ages?  Visual, auditory and kinaesthetic learners?
Passion Sunday

Palm Sunday

A ‘walk of witness’ is a possibility, round the village or town, or between two churches.

http://www.kingofpeace.org/palmcrosses/ has instructions for making your own palm crosses – suitable for age 7+

A Passion Play from Scratch could also be staged.  Use the Dramatised Bible
if you have people capable of reading parts; or have a narrator with everyone else miming their parts.  Another way would be to create a Powerpoint display featuring actors photographed beforehand.  This is a good idea as the photoshoot could take place around your locality.  Those who have posed/acted could be invited to come to the ‘performance’.  
THINK BIG!  Hold an Easter Garden competition – a similar competition was very popular on The Great British Village Show last year.  Have some simple instructions for competitors to follow eg no bigger than sheet of A4; must show something of the Easter story in the Bible (you could provide a simple précis to hand out with the entry forms/publicity); entries must be delivered to eg church by …; viewing – which could be part of a service – at…
You could charge a small entry fee, but make it clear that it is a donation to charity (NOT the church, but eg Biblelands, Children’s Society).  The prize(s) could be books about the Easter Story.  

THINK VERY BIG!  If you have a group of people who like creating artwork on a grand scale, how about creating ‘scarecrow’-style figures of the characters in the Passion narrative to display in gardens around the parish:

[image: image4.wmf]2 disciples meeting the man who owns the donkey

Jesus riding on the donkey – with people waving palms

The Last Supper
Jesus being arrested

Jesus being tried

Three crosses

The Tomb 

The empty tomb

This would be a massive community project so how about starting with Jesus on the donkey, the Cross and the empty tomb in the first year and then adding more scenes each year?  Or ask different groups eg school, pre-school, uniformed organisations, lunch club etc to take on one scene each?  If you find a ‘parent’ for this project it will fly!

Holy Week

If children are at school during Holy Week, it is not possible to run a Holiday Club.  It may be possible to offer a ‘Crafternoon’ for 90 minutes after school – either on the school premises, or in church.  Fun ideas would include Resurrection Rolls if there is access to an oven:  ready-to-bake dough or croissant mix, with a large marshmallow rolled inside before baking; the marshmallow melts but the result tastes wonderful!
Hot Cross Buns  Use a pack of bread mix, adding sugar, spice and sultanas.  Children love making bread, even from a ready-mix pack, but if time is going to be short let them take the uncooked dough home to be baked.
Easter Box  You can either buy the ready-cut boxes from 
http://www.i-candi.co.uk/christmas-cake-boxes.htm
or photocopy the attached template onto thin card. 
The six ‘faces’ need to show 1) donkey, palms  2) Last Supper  3) Praying in Gethsemane  4) crown of thorns  5) cross  6) closed tomb.  The closed tomb should be on the lid of the box, so that on Easter day the box can be opened to show that it is empty.  You could invite children to think of something to draw or place inside the box to be revealed to represent Easter.  
Edible Easter Garden  Use a Ryvita or crispbread as the base; spread with Philadelphia cheese; mix up spoonfuls of Philadelphia with crushed cheese or savoury biscuits and make a mound at one end; add 3 mini Twiglets to represent the 3 crosses; use a mini rice cake to close/open the tomb; linseed or poppy seeds could be used to create a path to the tomb; sprinkle some mixed herbs across rest of the base to be ‘grass’; add some flower-shaped sweets (or flower icing decorations)
Such Love is a good all-age song for Holy Week.
Maundy Thursday

Re-enact a simple seder meal.  Full instructions are in Step into the Story.  Could be offered at any time during Holy Week if the Church is busy with adult-focused activities on Maundy Thursday.  This could be offered as an after-school activity at the school, with invitations to Key Stage 2 children or all in a particular year-group if the school is large.  Or offer to organise it for an RE lesson within school for Key Stage 2 pupils.
Good Friday Gathering
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This could be all-age with a selection of workshops that everyone can choose, closing with worship.  A running order might look like this:
Welcome and opening prayer

Workshop 1 for 45 minutes

Workshop 2 for 45 minutes

Lunch

Workshop 3 for 45 minutes

Act of worship including elements prepared in the workshops

Tea and hot cross buns

Ideas for workshops: 

Art appreciation – looking at how the Crucifixion has been painted
Musical reflection – listen to a section of The Messiah + a modern worship song that is about Good Friday; discuss how effective they are.

Prayer encounter focussing on Jesus’ hands, and how we use our hands

Hot Cross Bun or Easter biscuit making

Making an Easter card

*Make an altar frontal that depicts both Good Friday and Easter Day

Creating an Easter Garden for the church

Making mini Easter Gardens to take home

Count the Cross – search the church building to count the number of crosses displayed (windows, architecture, pictures, signs etc) then draw a favourite or design one.
*Dramatizing the Good Friday Gospel – to present at the closing worship

*Bible study on the Good Friday Gospel – to share thoughts at the closing worship

*Writing prayers for the closing worship

The ‘torn’ cross – take a sheet of A4 paper…
THE JELLY BEAN PRAYER:

Red is for the blood he gave. 
Green is for the grass he made. 
Yellow’s for the sun so bright. 
Orange for the edge of night. 
Black is for the sins we made. 
White is for the grace he gave. 
Purple’s for his hour of sorrow. 
Pink is for our new tomorrow. 
A bag full of jelly beans, colourful and sweet, 
is a prayer, is a promise, is a special treat.
May the joy of Christ's resurrection
fill your heart and bless your life.
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Sermon idea 1
Make a large cross out of cardboard and leave it plain.  Have lots of pieces of coloured crepe or tissue paper available.  Invite everyone to come out, choose some paper as they think about what they would like to lay at the foot of the cross.  Suggest they scrunch up the paper before they lay it before the cross.

Before Easter Day, turn the cross round to show that it is covered with white or shiny paper.  Glue on some of the scrunched up tissue to spell out the word ‘joy’ onto the cross.  Display at side of the church.

For both ideas 1 and 2, play some music during the activity for people to listen to (not sing) eg Outrageous Grace or Amazing Grace
Sermon idea 2
Build a wall of large boxes as you ask everyone to name things that come between us and GOD eg use of time, sin, anger etc.  Write on some of the things with a marker pen.  You may need to get someone to help keep the wall stable.  The more things that get in the way, the harder it is to see GOD.  Then explain that when Jesus died on the cross, he broke down the wall.  Use a large cross to break down the wall from behind.
Easter Eve

Prayer vigil – provide activities suitable for children.  Invite them to draw a ‘darkness to light’ picture; use the Easter Box idea above.
Easter

Involve children as fully as possible in celebration.  Is 2008 the year when your parish offers Communion before Confirmation?
Sunrise Breakfast for older children – hurrying back to bring news of the resurrection to the church.
Leaves of Life

is a worship resource from The Children’s Society to encourage children to take part in worship, to communicate the Eastertide message of new life, to give children a voice, and to respond to children’s concerns with follow-up action.  Highly recommended!  Look at their website for a fuller explanation.  This is good to do in conjunction with a primary school.

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/all_about_us/who_we_are/our_church_partnership/leaves_of_life/4646.html 

Rogation

Beating the Bounds involves too much walking for most youngsters these days!  In a multi-parish benefice, why not walk from one church to another to share refreshments.  This could be an opportunity for children to visit the church of one of your ecumenical partners.  OR, create a virtual link via the internet with another church that shares your dedication.  This would be a great way of marking a patronal festival.
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Ascension
To emphasise that Jesus now reigns at the right hand of GOD, you could make crowns.  Hope Education has packs of pre-cut crowns that come with materials to decorate them.  Or start a new tradition of all-ages climbing a hill (or church tower) to pray for everyone who lives and works below and beyond.
Pentecost
Focus on one aspect of Pentecost each year ie wind or fire or languages.
WIND:  bubbles; helium balloon prayers; design a windmill: http://www.bakerross.co.uk/cat_id/ARTSDESI/product-Design-a-Windmill-Pack-E130.htm 

FIRE:  cake with birthday candle (?everlasting candle); flame-coloured ribbons/tapestry
LANGUAGES: Ask as many people as possible to say ‘Greetings’ or ‘Hello’ in another language, and learn it in Polish/Swahili etc so that the peace can be exchanged in different languages.  Have a Powerpoint display of church activities from different traditions and countries to show that we all speak different ‘worship’ languages.
Resources

Papier Maché Finger Puppets (from www.hope-education.co.uk) are delightful.  They can be painted, or decorated with scraps of material.  Use them to create figures for an Easter Garden or Crib scene, or a 3-D display to illustrate some of the parables such as The Good Samaritan or The Great Feast.

Hope Education produces a catalogue of craft supplies and great display materials.  08451 202055 www.hope-education.co.uk 

http://www.ss-services.co.uk/   01789 765323
http://www.bakerross.co.uk/ 
Books

Eyewitness Assemblies, 15 assemblies for Easter to Pentecost for KS2, published by barnabas 2007, £7.99 isbn 9781841 014968

Footsteps to the Feast, fully-planned activity sessions for 6-10s, published by barnabas 2007, £8.99 isbn 9781841 014647

Step into the Story, story and activity sessions for creative learning, published by barnabas 2003, £15.99 isbn 9781841 010021

Together for a Season: all-age resources for Lent, Holy Week and Easter, published by Church House Publishing, £24.50 isbn 97807 151 40635
Easter Cracked, crafts, events, service outlines, published by Scripture Union 2005, isbn 9781844 271894

Where is Jesus?  Storybook for under 5s, published by Scripture Union 2004, isbn 184427 0556

Rural Children, Rural Church, mission opportunities in the countryside, published by Church House Publishing, £5.99 isbn 97807 151 41267 
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