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Rules of Order

RULES OF ORDER OF THE GENERAL SYNOD
(Amended 12 June 1997)
Application

These rules of order shall apply to the proceedings of the General Synod whether
sitting as one body or in separate Houses of Bishops, other Clergy and Laity.

The Chair — Powers and Duties

Deference shall at all times be paid to the authority of the Chair. All points of order
shall be addressed to the person occupying the Chair, stated briefly and audibly, and
raised immediately the perceived irregularity occurs, otherwise the person occupying
the Chair shall dis-allow them. Points of order shall not introduce new subject matter.
Speeches shall not be allowed on points of order. Where, in the view of the person
occupying the Chair, the matter raised does not constitute a point of order, the person
occupying the Chair shall rule accordingly. On all points of order the ruling from the
Chair shall be final and not open to discussion. When the person occupying the Chair
rises to speak, any member of the Synod who is addressing the meeting shall sit down.

It shall be the responsibility of the person occupying the Chair to preserve order and
secure that members obtain a fair hearing, to decide all matters of order arising at
meetings of the Synod and to decide, if two or more members rise in their places,
which to call to speak. In the event of disorder arising at any meeting of the Synod, the
meeting may be adjourned by the person occupying the chair who shall also, then or
subsequently, fix a time for its reconvening. Quitting the Chair in such circumstances
shall, without further procedure, have the effect of a formal adjournment of the
meeting.

Order of Debate

Members desiring to speak shall rise in their places. Those called upon to speak shall
address the Chair. Speeches shall be directed to the motion or amendment being
proposed, seconded or otherwise under discussion or to a question of order. No
member shall be allowed to speak more often than once on any subject under
discussion, save on a point of order or, with consent of the Chair, to make an
explanation, but the mover of a motion shall have a right of reply. A member who is
speaking when a question of order is raised shall sit down until the question of order
has been decided by the person occupying the Chair.

Matters Taken in Private

The Synod may decide by a majority of those present and voting that:-

(a) any business shall be taken in private;

(b) the Synod shall go into Committee for the informal discussion of any subject.
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Rules of Order

Adjournment

(a) Any meeting of the Synod may be adjourned to such other place, time or day
and hour as may be set by the person occupying the Chair.

(b) Any meeting of the Synod may be adjourned to a later time on the same day
and such an adjournment may be made on the direction from the Chair, or
failing such direction, on the motion of any member, the vote on which
motion, on being seconded, shall without amendment or discussion be taken
by a show of hands as one House.

Quorum

The Quorum of the Synod shall be one half of the eligible membership of the House
of Clergy and of the House of Laity and not less than three members of the House of
Bishops, but no business shall be invalid because transacted without a quorum being
present, unless the attention of the Chair has been called to the absence of a quorum.
The person occupying the chair shall then ascertain, in such a way as seems fit, that no
quorum is present, and declare the fact. This shall be a responsibility of the person
occupying the chair, whose declaration, whether or not a quorum is present, shall be
final. If it has been declared from the Chair that no quorum is present, no business
shall be transacted until a quorum is declared from the Chair to be present except: (a)
the consideration of a motion to adjourn; (b) such non-contentious business as the
meeting, with consent of the person occupying the chair, sees fit to transact. If,
however, a division is challenged on any subject other than on a motion for
adjournment, the same shall not be dealt with by the meeting. No motion for
adjournment shall be submitted until at least fifteen minutes after the declaration from
the Chair that a quorum is not present, except with the consent of the person
occupying the Chair.

Obstructive or Offensive Conduct

(a) In the event of any member at any Synod meeting disregarding the authority of
the Chair, or being guilty of obstructive or offensive conduct, a motion may
thereupon be moved and seconded to suspend such member for the remainder
of the sitting. The motion shall be put without discussion.

(b) The person occupying the Chair shall warn any member of the public who
interrupts the proceedings at any meeting. If that member of the public
continues the interruption the person occupying the Chair shall order the
person concerned to leave the meeting, and not return.

Duration of Speeches
The mover of a motion shall not speak for more than ten minutes except with the

consent of Synod. All other speakers taking part in the discussion on the motion or
amendment shall not normally speak for more than five minutes, subject to the
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discretion of the person occupying the Chair. The mover of the original motion shall
have the right to speak for five minutes in reply, but shall not introduce any new
matter into the debate. Thereafter the discussion shall be held closed and the question
shall thereupon be put from the Chair.

Motions

(2)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

®

(2

The Synod shall consider only the following motions:-

(1) motions which have been included in the agenda and papers for that
meeting;

(i)  motions which the Synod has agreed to consider in terms of Rule 10;
(111)  formal or procedural motions.

All motions and amendments shall be stated, immediately on their being
proposed to the meeting, by the mover, before being spoken to. All motions
under Rule 9 (a) (ii) and all amendments shall be submitted in writing, signed
by the mover and seconder and delivered to the Secretary General immediately
on being moved.

Every amendment shall be relevant to the motion on which it is moved. A
motion may be amended by the mover with the consent of the meeting, which
consent shall be by the majority of those present and voting. In the case of a
motion emanating from a Diocesan Synod or from a Board or Committee of
the General Synod, the mover of that motion shall have the power, unless
specifically denied it by the body from which the motion has emanated, to
accept the amendment to that motion, thus altering the text of the motion on
which the Synod is asked to vote.

A motion or amendment may be withdrawn by the mover with the consent of
the seconder of the motion or amendment, but the Synod shall have power by
simple majority of those present and voting to refuse to allow such
withdrawal, in which case the motion shall stand.

Motions or amendments which are not seconded shall not be discussed or
inserted in the minutes.

If, in the opinion of the person occupying the chair, more than one motion
deals with the same subject matter, only the motion first lodged with the
Secretary General (whether by hand delivery or by post) shall be considered
and if, in the opinion of the person occupying the chair, any motion deals with
a matter already under consideration by a Board or Committee, that motion
shall not be considered.

If a member who has submitted a notice of motion is not present to move the

motion, the motion shall fall, unless Synod agrees that another member may
move the motion.
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(h)

Rules of Order

No motion of any kind which involves a grant of money shall be competent
unless it is printed in the programme of business with the observations of the
Board or Committee within whose budget the grant would fall, with power to
the Chair on special occasions to take the sense of the meeting with reference
to matters appearing in the programme of business and, if satisfied, to dispense
with the necessity of observations by the appropriate Board or Committee.
Except as above provided, no motion (other than votes of thanks) shall be
entertained unless notice has been given to the Secretary General in reasonable
time to enable it to be entered in the programme of business, unless the person
occupying the Chair sees fit to put the question to the meeting that want of
notice shall be dispensed with and interprets it as the evident sense of the
meeting that this be allowed. There shall be no poll on the question, but a
show of hands may be taken to assist in coming to a decision.

Rule 10 Motions

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

Notice of Rule 10 motions should normally be given in writing (to the
Secretary General) before Synod starts.

The motion shall be in writing, and signed by the mover and seconder, and
supported by the signatures of twelve members (excluding the mover and
seconder of the motion) of Synod who are present at the meeting.

The mover of a motion under this Rule shall be given the opportunity to
address Synod briefly (maximum of two minutes) as to why the Synod should
consider the motion at that time before a vote is taken on whether the Motion
should be considered.

Subject to any contrary provision in the Code of Canons, in order for a Rule 10
motion to be considered by Synod, a two thirds majority of those present and
voting shall vote in favour of its being considered.

Motion: “That the Question be now put”.

(a)
(b)

The amendment called “The previous question” shall not be allowed.

It shall be competent for any member who has not spoken on the question
before the meeting to move “that the question be now put”. On this being
seconded, if it seems to the person occupying the chair that the question before
the meeting has been sufficiently discussed, a vote shall be taken, without
amendment or discussion. If the motion is carried, the mover of the original
motion shall have a right to reply, and the question under discussion shall then
be put to the meeting. If the motion “that the question be now put” is not
carried, a similar motion may be made after every three additional members
have spoken.
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Voting

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

®

Rules of Order

After the question on which the vote is to be taken has been announced, and
voting has commenced, no member shall be permitted to offer an opinion, or
ask a question, except on a point of order, or otherwise interrupt the
proceedings until the result of the vote has been intimated.

Save as otherwise provided, all motions and amendments shall be passed by a
majority of the members of the Synod present and voting.

The person occupying the chair shall have a deliberative but not a casting vote.
Where the matter which is the subject of the vote relates to the appointment of
a member of the Synod to any particular office or committee, voting shall be
by ballot.

When the question is put to the vote, tellers shall be named from the Chair and
shall give in their report of each division taken. Except where otherwise stated
in these Rules of Order, the vote may be taken in the first instance on a show
of hands, the result, in the opinion of the person occupying the chair, being
declared therefrom. In all cases of doubt the vote shall be taken by counting
the hands held up. On any question, if one third of the present and voting
members of any House so wish, voting shall be by ballot.

When voting by Houses, the Houses must meet separately if one third of the
present and voting members of any House so wishes. When the Synod votes
by Houses, the numbers of the vote in each House shall be recorded, and a
majority of those present and voting shall be required in each House for the
passing of the motion.

A challenge to the accuracy of the minutes shall be made by way of
amendment to the motion that the minutes be approved. Only those members
who were present at the previous meeting to which the minutes relate shall be
entitled to vote on the said amendment.

Election, Selection or Appointment of Members to Office

In the case of election, selection or appointment by Synod of a member of the Synod
or of any other person to any office where the number of candidates nominated
exceeds the number of vacancies, the member or person to be elected, selected or
appointed as the case may be shall be determined by a vote (or votes) by ballot in
(each of) which members will be entitled to vote for as many candidates as there are
vacancies. No member may record in the ballot more than one vote for any candidate.
The candidate or candidates having the highest number of votes shall be declared duly
elected. If there is equality of votes for the last vacancy, this shall be resolved by
ballot or by a show of hands.
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14 Assessor

The Standing Committee of the General Synod shall nominate an assessor, who may
be a member of the Synod, but the assessor shall intervene as assessor only on the call
of the Chair, without prejudice to the right of the assessor when a member of the
Synod to speak and vote as such.

15 Suspension of Rules

The application of any or all of these Rules of Order may be temporarily suspended or
amended by a majority amounting to two-thirds of those present and voting. Voting
shall be as one House.

RULE 10 MOTIONS: PRACTICE NOTE

Before considering presenting a motion Synod members are encouraged to liaise with the
Secretary General in order to consult with the Board to whom the matter will be delegated if
the motion is passed. It is expected that in a majority of cases this will result in a co-operative
response where the matter is taken on to the Board's agenda, and the need for a Rule 10
Motion will pass. Most matters can be dealt with using this process during the year through
consultation with the relevant diocesan representative.
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GENERAL SYNOD: A REFLECTION ON MORNING AND
EVENING PRAYER

You make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy (Psalm 65.8)

Within the daily rhythm of life, we become aware, when day breaks and when night falls, of moments
of significance. A day begins and a day ends, never to return. Time has moved on during that day, and
we have drawn a little nearer to whatever our end will be. Tomorrow will be another day, with a
significance of its own. It will not be merely a repeat of today, no matter how many similarities there
may be. Each day thus comes to us as a distinctive gift. We do not make it. We can only receive it.
We may learn to receive it with gratitude and to return thanks for it to the God of creation, the giver of
life.

Every day will I bless you
and praise your name for ever and ever. (Psalm 145.2)

Thus it is that human beings, whatever their religious persuasion, have instinctively offered prayer at
each day's beginning and ending. At daybreak, prayer expresses gratitude for the passing of the night
and for the gift of the new day. It offers to God all that is to be done and experienced as the day runs
its course. At nightfall, prayer again expresses gratitude for what the day has brought and invites
reflection on our use or perhaps misuse of it, entrusting our lives once again to God's care during the
hours of darkness.

Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. (Luke 11.2)

Prayer becomes part of the rthythm of life, of waking and sleeping, of working and resting. The sun and
the moon, as time's markers, bring the further seasonal rhythms of winter and spring, summer and
autumn. All these rhythms lead us to celebrate and reflect on the mystery of life itself, of our waking to
life and of the coming sleep of death. Faith leads us further, to see in the passage from light to
darkness and from night to morning an image of Christ's surrender to death and, with his being raised
from death, the promise of a new creation, the goal towards which all our labours, as people of faith,
are directed.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances,
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus. (I Thessalonians 5.16f)

Morning and Evening prayer thus form the frame within which the activities of each day take place.
They are the beginning and the ending of each day's work. When, for example, the General Synod of
our Church meets, Morning Prayer begins the day's business and Evening Prayer brings it to a
conclusion. Both express the context of faith which informs the entire work of Synod. Both offer us the
opportunity to draw deeply on the words of the sacred writings (psalms, canticles, readings and
prayers) and allow them to become the voice of our own prayer.

“[The Psalms] are the bright mirror in which we become more deeply conscious of what is happening
to us”. (Cassian, conferences X,11)

Both Morning and Evening Prayer are there, not as optional extras for the piously inclined, but as the
means by which we are reminded, as we begin and as we end the business of Synod, of the heart of the
matter: the God through whom, in whom and for whom we exist.

“He prays unceasingly who combines prayer with necessary duties and duties with prayer. Only in
this way can we find it practicable to fulfil the commandment to pray always. It consists in regarding
the whole of Christian existence as a single great prayer. What we are accustomed to call prayer is
only a part of it.” (Origen, On Prayer)

Note:  Copies of the most recent edition of Daily Prayer (which includes Morning and Evening
Prayer, Night Prayer (Compline) and the Psalter) are available from the General Synod Office,
Price £9.00.
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GENERAL SYNOD MEMBERS 2009

Most Rev Dr Idris Jones

Rt Rev David R Chillingworth
Rt Rev Robert A Gillies

Rt Rev Dr John A C Mantle
Rt Rev A Martin Shaw

Rt Rev Brian A Smith

Rt Rev Mark J Strange

Prof Patricia Peattie
Rev Canon Clifford Piper
Mr J (Ian) C Stewart

Aberdeen Clergy

Rev Prof David Atkinson
Rev Lisa Eunson

Rev Canon Ian Ferguson
Very Rev Richard Kilgour
Very Rev Dr Emsley Nimmo
Rev Canon Isaac Poobalan
Rev Canon Graham Taylor
Rev Canon John Walker

Aberdeen Clergy Alternates
Rev John Duthie

Rev Samantha Ferguson

Rev Canon Peter Mander

Aberdeen Laity

Miss Mary Allardyce

Dr Ian Findlay

Mrs Susan Kinsey

Dr Alistair Mason

Dr Nicola Mills

Ms Lesley Platford

Mrs Ruth Salthouse

Mr John Whittall Not attending 2009

Aberdeen Laity Alternates

Mr Steven Baillie Attending 2009
Mr Jeremy Burchill

Mrs Rosalind Prain
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Argyll Clergy

Rev Canon Hugh Lee
Rev Charles Tongue
Rev Kenneth Skipper
Rev Alexander Guinness
Rev Daniel Davies

Rev Canon Roy Ferguson Flatt

Argyll Clergy Alternates
Rev Donald Davidson
Rev Dr David James

Rev Sister Clare Lockhart SC

Argyll Laity

Mrs Andrea McLachlan
Mr Alastair Chisholm
Mrs Christine McIntosh
Mr David Fuller

Ms Catriona Beel

Mrs Lesley Barford

Argyll Laity Alternates
Mrs Sarah Campbell

Mrs Val Corey

Miss Maureen MacGlashan

Brechin Clergy

Rev Jonathan Bower

Rev Elizabeth Campbell
Rev Canon Fay Lamont
Very Rev David Mumford
Rev David Shepherd

Rev Ursula Shone

Rev Dr Annalu Waller

Brechin Clergy Alternates
Rev Dr John Cuthbert
Rev Michael Sabell

Brechin Laity

Mrs Mary Bowker
Miss Hilary Gibson
Mrs Maggie Powell
Mrs Jane Shearer

Mrs Vina Strachan
Miss Lisbeth Thoms
Dr Stephen Woodward
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Brechin Laity Alternates
Mr Douglas Aitken

Mr Iain Turnbull

Mr George Masson

Edinburgh Clergy

Rev Dr John Armes

Rev Marion Chatterley
Rev Dean Fostekew

Rev Ian Hopkins

Rev Ruth Innes

Rev Canon John Lindsay
Rev Malcolm Lockey
Rev Stephen Parsons
Very Rev Kevin Pearson
Rev John Penman

Rev Malcolm Round
Rev Eileen Thompson
Rev Robert Warren

Edinburgh Laity
Mrs Nancy Adams
Mr Nick Bowry

Mrs Andrea Brewster
Mrs Morag Buxel
Mrs Margaret Deas
Mrs Pat Gordon

Mrs Penelope Grieve
Mrs Quetta Johnston
Mr Ian Kerry

Ms Mary Moffett

Mr David Palmer

Dr Anne Pankhurst
Mr Alex Stewart

Mrs Elspeth Strachan
Dr Ray Wiseman

Glasgow Clergy

Rev Canon David Bayne
Rev Canon Robin Paisley
Very Rev Dr Gregor Duncan
Rev Canon Jeanette Jenkins
Rev Dan Gafvert

Rev David McCarthy

Rev David Wostenholm
Rev Shona Lillie

Rev Kirstin Freeman

Rev Dr Eamonn Rodgers
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Very Rev Kelvin Holdsworth
Rev Sally Gorton

Rev Darren McFarland

Rev Canon Kenneth Stephen

Glasgow Clergy Alternates
Rev Scott Robertson

Glasgow Laity

Mr Terry Brown

Mrs Margaret Hanley
Mr George Taggart
Mrs Jan Whiteside
Mr Nick Cox

Mrs Anne Jones

Mr Richard Horrell
Mrs Valerie Vahey
Dr Jamie Hill
Professor Barbara Parfitt
Mr Chris Zochowski
Mr Tim Rhead

Mrs Pat Smith

Miss Wilma Keenan

Glasgow Laity Alternates
Miss Margaret Wallace
Mrs Anthea Clarke

Mr Alfred Thorp

Mrs Isobel Hill

Mrs Gill Young

Moray Clergy

Very Rev Alexander Gordon
Rev Canon Michael Hickford
Rev Canon Melvin Langille
Rev Ian Pallett

Rev Jennifer Sclater

Rev Roderick Shaw

Rev Alison Simpson

Moray Laity

Mr Ian Bonner-Evans

Mrs Norma Higgott

Mrs Winnifred MacDonald
Mr James Murray

Mrs Jenna Shaw

Mr Anthony Shinkins

Mrs Alison Wilson
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St Andrews Clergy

Rev Jeremy Auld

Rev David Brooke

Rev Richard Grosse

Rev Canon Dr Robert Harley
Rev Anne Haselhurst

Rev Dr Marion Keston

Rev Canon Jonathan Mason
Rev Ann Mazur

Rev Canon Valerie Nellist
Rev Canon Dr Alison Peden
Very Rev Kenneth Rathband

St Andrews Clergy Alternates
Rev Timothy Bennison

St Andrews Laity

Mr Brendan Grimley
Mrs Nan Kennedy

Miss Madeline Kingston
Mrs Catherine Lewis
Mrs Kate Sainsbury

Mr Colin Sibley

Mr David Stacey

Mr Alan Thornton

Mrs Sue White

St Andrews Laity Alternates
Mr John Cripps
Mr Bob Nellist
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SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH

REPRESENTATION ON OTHER BODIES/ORGANISATIONS

There follows a list of current representatives appointed to represent the Scottish Episcopal Church
on a variety of other bodies and organisations.

Most positions are held by volunteers but in a few cases the SEC is represented by staff members and

the list is annotated to show this.

Vacancies arise from time to time in the positions in question and if you have an interest in serving in
any of the areas in question, please make your interest known to the General Synod Office.

John F Stuart
Secretary General
April 2009

151



ATTENDANCE SLIP

GENERAL SYNOD 2009

Name:

Diocese:

PLEASE PUT THIS IN THE BOX PROVIDED AT THE SYNOD
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GENERAL SYNOD 2009
TRAVEL AND MEALS CLAIM FORM
Travel: £

miles at 25p/mile
Public Transport (receipts must be attached)

Overnight Accommodation:
Bed and Breakfast only:

nights at £ (up to max of £65 per night)
(receipts must be attached)

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast:

nights at £ (up to a max of £75 per night)
(receipts must be attached)

TOTAL COSTS

Offset by:
Synod Dinner
(payable by all members attending the dinner) 25.00

Balance due to/from Scottish Episcopal Church (delete as necessary)

Name (please print):

Address:

Signed:

Date:

NOTES:

1

Please ensure that this form is returned to the General Synod Office, 21 Grosvenor
Crescent, Edinburgh, EH12 5EE, with remittance (if due) no later than 1 July 2009.
(Cheques should be made payable to the Scottish Episcopal Church).

If you have decided not to claim expenses, please return the form marked accordingly.
Please state if attending as an alternate.
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GENERAL SYNOD 2009

COMMENT FORM

The Organisation Review Committee values the comments of Synod Members on the
operation of Synod. If you have any comments which you would like to have considered by
the Committee, you are invited to set them out below and return this form to the Information
Desk in the foyer of the Synod Meeting Room as you leave this meeting of the General Synod

for home. We’d especially like your comments on the following subjects:

Strongl
y Agree  Neutra Disagre
Agree ) e
1. Edinburgh is a good location for General [k [H [B [P
Synod
2. Palmerston Place is a good venue for b ! [B [D
General Synod
3. Sessions were generally chaired [k [k [B [D

competently and clearly

5. The screen was used effectively during
the synod

5. Iwould have preferred more Powerpoint
presentations

6. The synod papers were easy to use

7. Ienjoyed the synod dinner

8. I felt well prepared for synod

H B B & B H
"
H B B H B B
5 & B E F

9. Iwould prefer more time in synod to be
given over to decision making rather than
presentations of information.

10. I would prefer a longer lunchtime in
order to allow me to get to more forum style
meetings

o
]
L
4

There is a further space for detailed comments on the back of the next page if you wish to

elaborate on any of your answers.

Is this the first time you have attended General Synod?
L] Yes L] No
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e
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|
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Did you speak at this synod?

[] Yes [ No
If you did not speak, what would make you more likely to speak?
Your comments

What single change would you like to make to the way synod meets?
Your comments

What would you have liked to have seen on the agenda which was not present?
Your comments

What were your expectations of Synod and in what way were they fulfilled or not fulfilled?
Your comments

Did you diocese have a pre-Synod meeting?

[ Yes 1 No
If there was a pre-Synod meeting did you attend it?
L] Yes ] No

If you are a new member of Synod, were you put in touch with a “buddy” from your diocese?
L] Yes ] No

This form can be submitted anonymously. It would be helpful if you could indicate the
following details:

Which Diocese are you from?
Aberdeen & Orkney/Argyll & the Isles/Brechin/Edinburgh/Glasgow & Galloway/
Moray, Ross & Caithness/St Andrews, Dunkeld & Dunblane

Which house were you a member of?
Laity/Clergy/Bishops

If you would like to include your contact details — name, address, e-mail etc, then please use
this space.

Thank you. Please also add any further suggestions for improvements on the next page.
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COMMENT FORM
Please use the space below if you want to elaborate or give more explanation to any of the

answers which you gave above or to raise any other matter which you would like to feed
back.
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