Scottish Episcopal Church Visitors’ Weekend
Friday September 5th – Sunday September 7th
Plans for the Visitor’s Weekend are fast being formed. The programme for the weekend is as follows:
Friday 5th:
 
Gather in St Mary’s Church, Carden Place Aberdeen (maps will be provided) with the Core Team 


at 2pm for welcoming refreshments, worship and general ‘checking in’; a time of sharing ‘where 


we have come from’. A meal will be provided in the Church Hall in the early evening and then the 


‘Aberdeen hosts’ will arrive at 7.30 pm to collect their visitors and take them to their homes.

Saturday 6th: 

Breakfast with ‘Aberdeen hosts’ before travelling to Kemnay Church Hall, Inverurie. Between 


10am and 3pm there will be a participative information-sharing session on the core values and 


principles of Local Collaborative Ministry, led by practitioners from across the Province and 


attended by the three Bishops of the dioceses to be visited. A soup and sandwich lunch will be 


provided.




At 3pm the visitors will travel to the particular charge they have opted to visit with the



representatives of those congregations. The programme on arrival at the host church is then up 


to that congregation. We are calling this period in the weekend ‘Telling Our Stories’. The intention 


is that over the period of time the visitors are with the host congregation, they may have the 


opportunity to





1. learn something about the mission and ministry of that charge





2. meet a wide variety of people





3. share food, worship and fellowship – and something distinctive to the area





4. be able to share something of their own context and experience with the 




    congregation.




Thus it may be that one congregation opts to have a pot-luck supper in its church hall on the 


Saturday evening with a chance to meet the visitors informally, and then a snack lunch on the 


Sunday following Sunday Worship which allows for a general question-and-answer session when 


everyone is gathered together. Another may chose to have a quieter evening with, say, key 


members or the Vestry meeting the visitors in someone’s home on the Saturday evening and 


then host a larger event on the Sunday in the Church Hall following worship.  Visitors might be 


invited to say something in the sermon slot about their home context.

Sunday 7th:

Representatives from those charges are then tasked with getting the visitors back to St Mary’s 


Church Hall, Aberdeen on the Sunday for 4pm, where there will be a short audio-visual input 


about stories from other parts of the Province not visited. There will be a short act of worship 


about 5pm and a cup of tea – at which point the representatives of the host charges will depart. 


The core team and visitors will then walk round to a nearby home and share a time of feedback, 


mutual learning and reflection together over a simple buffet supper. This would end at 9.15pm to 


allow the core team and visitors to walk back to St Mary’s Church Hall.




The ‘Aberdeen hosts’ will then collect the visitors at 9.30 pm from the Church Hall and take them 


home. That completes the formal part of the weekend, though we will give contact
details of other  


places to visit if any visitors wish to stay longer in Scotland and make their own arrangements to 


travel further afield.  

The three congregations which are available to visit are as follows: 

St John The Baptist, Rothiemurchus, Diocese of Moray, Ross and Caithness
is a family-sized church in a rural setting, and since 1996 has been developing the principles and practice of Local Collaborative Ministry, the first Charge in the Diocese to do so. This has proved very successful, with clergy and laity working together, discerning and using all talents. Our Ministry Team consists of a non-Stipendiary Priest Companion Missioner, an OLM Priest, and a Priest commissioned by the Bishop, together with a Lay Reader, a Special Minister of the Sacrament and the Parish Administrator. This has enabled us to have a weekly evening said Communion followed by Compline, House Communions in Kingussie and Aviemore, and a Bible Study Group in Newtonmore. There are now more village-based activities in people's homes, as the Parish is so large in terms of area - about 6 Villages. We have no Hall, water supply, or Toilets, but have Planning Permission for these.  However,  raising the necessary funding has not been easy and we are considering the way forward.
St Ternan’s, Banchory, Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney

is a pastoral-sized congregation set in a rural market town on the Royal Deeside that is also now a suburb of oil-rich Aberdeen.  In the 15-month interregnum prior to the arrival of the current Rector in October of 2006, the parish found new life and self-identity in worship and pastoral leadership from a designated Lay Ministry Team.  Our mutual goal (Rector and Lay Ministers) is now to widen the circle of lay leadership, through ongoing support of gifts and call, and a full spectrum of worship styles, creating a place where risk-taking is encouraged and diversity is celebrated.  
St Ternan’s Muchalls, Kincardineshire, Diocese of Brechin

is located in a rural setting but is only 14 miles from Aberdeen and 5 miles from the town of Stonehaven. The small villages of Muchalls and Newtonhill lie in close proximity. There are 70 people on the congregational role and we average 30 at the 10.30am Eucharist Service on a Sunday. We have a non-stipendiary Priest-in-Charge who conducts two services a month and the other two Sunday services are conducted on a rota basis by the three members of the Ministry Team who are lay members of the congregation. All members at St Ternan’s are encouraged to take part in church activities. Of our 70 members on the roll, 50 of them are involved in some way or another participating in church life. They are also involved in the wider community in Ecumenical Bible Studies, Woman’s Rural Institute, Book Club,

Practicalities

The cost of the weekend per participant will be £100 to cover accommodation, travel and meals,
 


Please send a deposit of £25 per person made payable to The Scottish Episcopal Church  by 


April 1st to book your place on the weekend. The address to send these to is 




Visitors’ Weekend 



Local Collaborative Ministry Office 



3 Bright’s Crescent




Edinburgh EH9 2DB



Scotland UK
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Please complete (in block capitals please) the following form and send it with your deposit:

Title

----------------

Name

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address
--------------------------------------------------------------------------



--------------------------------------------------------------------------



--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Country
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Telephone number 
______________________________________

Mobile number 
______________________________________

E-mail


______________________________________

First choice of congregation to visit

__________________________________________

Second choice of congregation to visit
__________________________________________

Special dietary requirements or other needs 
__________________________________________

such as mobility, audibility etc
Other relevant information


__________________________________________

On payment of the balance, by August 1st, participants will receive some prior reading, and a pack containing details of the Aberdeen area and the particular part of Scotland to be visited. Visitors will be responsible for their own travel costs to and from Scotland.

We hope this answers most of your questions at this stage and look forward to receiving your Registration Form

With our best wishes,

Lisa Eunson, Graham Taylor and Anne Tomlinson 
Core Planning Team

