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Welcome to the new look inspires online! 
 

For those of you who have subscribed to inspires online for some time, you will last have 

received a copy of inspires online in January. For those of you for whom this is your first 

edition of inspires online – welcome!  For a variety of reasons the newsletter was not sent 

out in February or March, but we are now back on track again with a new look monthly 

online newsletter and a revised subscription database.  

 

This edition of inspires online was sent out last Thursday which is why it includes an Easter 

message from the Primus. However it became clear that not all the subscription names that 

were on the mailing list had transferred over to the new system and so my apologies for this 

and for the fact that you did not receive your copy of inspires onlinebefore Easter! 

 

I thank you for your patience over the past couple of months and look forward, as always, to 

receiving your comments and feedback on inspires online. 

  

Lorna Finley 

Communications Officer 

Hope is the difference which our Easter faith makes 

in our lives 

The Most Rev David Chillingworth, Bishop of St Andrews, Dunkeld & Dunblane and Primus 

of the Scottish Episcopal Church says "Christians are Easter people.  We celebrate the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  Crucified on Good Friday - his body was placed 

in a tomb.  Gradually his followers came to understand that the tomb was empty and Jesus 

was with them as a living presence.  It wasn't easy for them - it wasn't what they expected. 

 But an inexpressible joy grew in their hearts when they knew it to be true. 

 

 “The word which expresses the meaning of that Easter faith is hope. 

 

 “Jesus was brought to a painful death by all of the jealousies and the misuse of power 

which are still common today across the world.  Easter says that God's power is greater. 

 Christians through the ages believe that Jesus rose from the dead and is a living presence 

in our lives today 



 

 

 “Hope is the difference which that faith makes in our lives.  Life may be rich, full and 

enjoyable.  But it is also full of challenge, sometimes of disappointment, anxiety and loss. 

 There is death in all of our lives.  But Easter says that there is hope - hope that death can 

be overcome by new resurrection life which God pours into our world - and into our lives. 

 

 “Wishing you a very happy and blessed Easter.” 

Bishop of Brechin speaks of his harrowing 

experience of Hillsborough disaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking to The Courier newspaper during Holy Week and on the 25
th
anniversary of the 

Hillsborough disaster the Rt Rev Dr Nigel Peyton, Bishop of Brechin has described how his 

experience of watching the Hillsborough disaster unfold as he stood on the terraces of the 

stadium that day has left an “indelible imprint on his life”.  The full article can be read here 

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/news/local/angus-the-mearns/bishop-of-brechin-recalls-

harrowing-experience-of-hillborough-disaster-1.320026 

photograph courtesy of The Courier newspaper. 

 

 

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/news/local/angus-the-mearns/bishop-of-brechin-recalls-harrowing-experience-of-hillborough-disaster-1.320026
http://www.thecourier.co.uk/news/local/angus-the-mearns/bishop-of-brechin-recalls-harrowing-experience-of-hillborough-disaster-1.320026


 

Interfaith conference to discuss place of religion in 

written constitution 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scotland’s Churches and faith communities have united to call for the role of religion to be 

recognised in Scottish society, whatever the constitutional future holds. 

  

An Interfaith conference will take place at the Conforti Institute in Coatbridge this July. It is 

intended that the conference will help inform their responses to both the constitutional 

consultation and the wider political debate beyond the referendum. The conference will 

transcend political differences and any statements agreed will make no endorsement of 

either side in the referendum campaign. 

  

At a recent Interfaith meeting in Scotland, it was agreed the Scottish Government’s intention 

to consult on a draft written constitution offers an important opportunity for faith communities 

to be heard. Those present at the meeting, including the Most Rev David Chillingworth, 

Bishop of St Andrew’s, Dunkeld & Dunblane and Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church, 

 issued  the following statement: 

  

“Leaders from Scotland's churches and faith communities are to discuss the place religion 

should have in any future written constitution proposed to the Scottish parliament. A draft 

constitution document is due to be released by the Scottish government this summer for 

consultation. 

  

A faith conference will now be held to frame considered responses to the various issues 

surrounding religion and belief in the current referendum debate and society at large. 

  

At a meeting, chaired by the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 

representatives of Scotland's diverse faith traditions were united in the view that the 



 
contribution of faith to Scottish society should be properly recognised whatever the future 

holds. All the churches and faith communities present agreed Scotland's diversity of 

religious belief is an important reflection of Scotland's wider society.” 

 
New Scottish Episcopal Church website 
 

The Information and Communication Board has launched a new website for the Scottish 

Episcopal Church www.scotland.anglican.org . The revised website offers a fresh, modern 

look and feel, and communicates the ethos of the Scottish Episcopal Church to people 

within the Church and to those who have no Church connection but are generally enquiring 

about spirituality or Church life. 

 

One of the new features of the website which is already being regularly and widely used is 

the Daily Prayer Offices section: http://www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-

offices/.  

Another new feature is the introduction of video.  http://www.scotland.anglican.org/news-

and-issues/videos-media/ 

 

The videos will be updated throughout the year, with a variety of contributors and will cover 

a range of topics. 

 

Feedback since website’s launch in March has been encouraging.  Please contact the 

Communications Officer, Lorna Finley, with any comments or general feedback on the new 

website.  Lorna can be contacted at the General Synod Office 

on press@scotland.anglican.org 

 
Across the Dioceses 

 
For news of activities and events across the seven dioceses of the Scottish Episcopal 

Church, check out the diocesan websites: 

 

Aberdeen & Orkney http://aberdeen.anglican.org/ 

Argyll & The Isles http://www.argyll.anglican.org/ 

Brechin http://www.thedioceseofbrechin.org/ 

Edinburgh http://www.edinburgh.anglican.org/ 

Glasgow http://www.glasgow.anglican.org/ 

Moray, Ross & Caithness  http://www.moray.anglican.org/ 

St Andrews, Dunkeld & Dunblane http://www.standrews.anglican.org/ 

http://www.scotland.anglican.org/
http://www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices/
http://www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices/
http://www.scotland.anglican.org/news-and-issues/videos-media/
http://www.scotland.anglican.org/news-and-issues/videos-media/
mailto:press@scotland.anglican.org
http://aberdeen.anglican.org/
http://www.argyll.anglican.org/
http://www.thedioceseofbrechin.org/
http://www.edinburgh.anglican.org/
http://www.glasgow.anglican.org/
http://www.moray.anglican.org/
http://www.standrews.anglican.org/


 

Cascade Conversation – Listening across the 

Spectrum 
As part of the process for discussing same sex relationships throughout the Church, a 

Cascade Conversation – Listening across the Spectrum will take place in the Atholl Palace 

Hotel, Pitlochry on 29-30 April. Each Diocesan  Bishop has been asked to send seven 

participants to this event.  There will be a small group of contributors at the event who will 

offer input to discussions at various points. They are: Father Edward Hone (Roman Catholic 

Redemptorist priest based in Luxembourg), Ms Ruth Jeffries (social worker specialising in 

kinship care and lay member of the Diocese of Moray, Ross and Caithness and member of 

the Same Sex Discussions Design Group), the Rev Dr Marjory Maclean (Church of 

Scotland Minister in the Carse of Gowrie, former Depute Principal Clerk of the Church of 

Scotland and member of the General Assembly Theological Commission on Same Sex 

Relationships and the Ministry), the Rev Canon David Porter (Archbishop of Canterbury’s 

Director for Reconciliation) and the Rt Rev Keith Sinclair (Bishop of Birkenhead and 

member of the Church of England House of Bishops Working Group on Human Sexuality). 

 

The participants will meet in facilitated groups for discussions throughout the Cascade 

Conversation. The facilitators are themselves being co-ordinated  by Mr Hugh Donald, the 

director of the Place for Hope initiative in the Church of Scotland which was established to 

address issues of reconciliation, particularly in a church context. 

 

The Cascade Conversation is being held because the subject of human sexuality is one on 

which there are differing views and because it raises controversial and challenging issues 

not just for the Scottish Episcopal Church but for all denominations.  During the Cascade 

Conversation, it is hoped that participants will engage with the subject, and with one 

another, in a way which synodical procedure does not always permit. In trying an alternative 

way of addressing a complex subject such as human sexuality, it is hoped that the Church 

as a whole will both learn and benefit. 

 

Towards the close of Cascade, it is expected that participants will meet in diocesan groups 

so there can be some consideration of how matters might be followed up afterwards. A 

summary of the event will be reported in the next edition of inspires online. 

 

Following in the footsteps of Saint Moluag 
The Very Rev Canon Dr Emsley Nimmo, Dean of the Diocese of Aberdeen & Orkney  and 

Rector of St Margaret’s Church, Aberdeen will take part in a coast to coast walk to raise 

funds for the St Andrews Cathedral, Aberdeen restoration project. The pilgrimage walk will 

follow in the footsteps of St Moluag, who it is believed landed on the island of Lismore 

around the same time as St Columba.  Emsley will walk and sail across Scotland, setting off 

from Aberdeen harbour on 5th May and arriving in Lismore on 16th  May.  

 

Details of the walk and how to make a donation towards the restoration project are available 

here.  

http://www.scotland.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/the_deans_walk_may_2014_single.pdf
http://www.scotland.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/the_deans_walk_may_2014_single.pdf


 

ACTS General Secretary 
 

The Rev Matthew Ross (Church of Scotland) has been appointed as the new Action of 

Churches Together in Scotland (ACTS) General Secretary. Matthew took up the post on 1 

April. 

 

Matthew is currently a parish minister in Midlothian and is a member of the Church of 

Scotland's Church and Society Council and Ecumenical Relations Committee. His wide 

ecumenical experience includes six years in Brussels as Executive Secretary of the Church 

and Society Commission of the Conference of European Churches. 

 

Memorial Service for Rt Rev Michael Henley 
 

The Rt Rev Michael Henley , retired Bishop of St Andrews, Dunkeld & Dunblane and former 

Chaplain of the Fleet and Archdeacon to the Royal Navy died in March. A Memorial Service 

will take place on Saturday 17th May at 2.30 pm in St Ninian's Cathedral, Perth - to which 

all are welcome to attend. 

 

Gender equality key to sustainable development   

framework 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elaine Cameron represented the Scottish Episcopal Church in the Anglican Communion 

delegation of women who attended the recent 58th session of the UN Commission on the 

Station of Women (CSW58), held in New York.  

 



 
The group stated that “Gender equality and women’s rights are the essential precursors to 

meeting global challenges, which have disproportionate and burdensome impacts on 

women and girls” and concluded that “without gender equality none of the Millennium 

Development Goals or proposed sustainable development goals will be accomplished” 

 

The Anglican Communion delegation’s report from CSW58 can be found here.  

 

Vacancies on Provincial Committees 

 
There are a number of current vacancies, or prospective vacancies which may arise in the 

coming months, on provincial committees of the General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal 

Church.  They include: 

Investment Committee, Personnel Committee, Church in Society Committee, Overseas 

Committee 

If anyone is interested in knowing more or serving on one of the above committees, please 

contact John Stuart, Secretary General at secgen@scotland.anglican.org 

 

Lent Cookbook : and everyone ate and had enough 
 

Brenda Hall, of Elie, was the lucky recipient of the Basket of Goodies from Just Trading 

Scotland in the prize draw of recipes sent in for the Lent Study Guide and Cookbook:and 

everyone ate and had enough produced by the Provincial Overseas Committee and 

Christian Aid. 

 

Copies of the Cookbook have been sent to all congregations and additional copies are 

available from the General Synod Office (P&P not included) or from Christian Aid 

(Scotland). The books are free but donations to Christian Aid are encouraged. 

 

Whilst the focus was on Lent the basic idea is to provide a resource which it is hoped will be 

used by individuals, families, friends and by Church groups for study and fellowship around 

shared meals; gatherings that will give thought to a hungry world where there is enough 

food for all… 'IF'.  Some of that 'IF' might well be things that congregations are already 

moving to do something about or it might be that fresh insights will arise from sharing 

together in Bible study and prayer.  

 

Scottish Independence Referendum 
The Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office (SCPO), which is supported by the Scottish 

Episcopal Church, has produced  Referendum Hustings Guidance which is now available to 

download from the SCPO website 

http://www.actsparl.org/briefing-papers/referendum-hustings-guidance.aspx 

http://iawn.anglicancommunion.org/resources/docs/CSW58_statement_by_anglican_communion_delegation_march_2014.pdf
mailto:secgen@scotland.anglican.org
http://www.actsparl.org/briefing-papers/referendum-hustings-guidance.aspx


 

Kirchentag and Reformation Jubilee 2017 

Plans are under way to link the 2017 Kirchentag (in Berlin  on 24 - 27 May 2017) with 

commemorations in Wittenberg of the Reformation 500th Anniversary starting with a 

celebration service on 28 May and continuing with an exhibition and summer youth camps. 

The organisation and co-ordination will bring together major ecumenical groups in 

a Leitungkreis (Leadership circle). Beyond Berlin and Wittenberg there will be “Kirchentag 

on the way” events in Erfurt, Jena, Magdeburg, Dessau, Halle and Leipzig.  

More details are available on the Kirchentag British Committee’s website at 

http://www.kirchentag.org.uk and click on the 2017 Berlin link. If interested in attending 

please contact canonjohnlindsay@gmail.com who is Convener of the Provincial Inter-

Church Relations Committee and a member of the Kirchentag British Committee for Action 

of Churches Together in Scotland (ACTS). 

 
Eco-Congregation Scotland Chaplain 
The Rev Trevor Jamieson is the Eco-Congregation Scotland Environmental Chaplain.  His 

role is to help churches, congregations and parishes understand the spiritual and 

theological reasons why we should care for creation.Trevor is available to help in the 

following ways: Preaching and/or leading worship ; speaking to groups and organisations on 

a variety of creation-related topics; leading discussion groups and Bible Study groups 

 

Trevor Jamieson is a United Reformed Church Minister, seconded to work with Eco 

Congregation Scotland, full-time, for five years. Previously, he has worked in a variety of 

settings, including inner city ministry, adult Christian education and, most recently, with 

congregations in commuter towns close to London. He can be contacted 

ontrevor@ecocongregationscotland.org 

Vacancies 

Is God calling you to Brechin Diocese? 
The Bishop of Brechin is looking to enhance the ministry team in the diocese and would be 

pleased to hear from clergy contemplating a move in the foreseeable future. Stipendiary 

posts, full or part time and house for duty are or are becoming available – in the city of 

Dundee and in the towns of our attractive east coast. 

 

The Diocese of Brechin offers wonderful opportunities for ministry. Our vision is to be more 

missional and outward-facing. We need imaginative and collaborative clergy who pastor 

and promote the gospel well in varied contexts. 

 

Priests coming to the diocese join a friendly and compact clergy team which values mutual 

support, continuing ministerial learning and social times together in order that we 

each flourish. To arrange a visit or conversation with the Bishop please contact Jackie 

Milton, Bishop’s PA at the Diocesan Office in Dundee. office@brechin.anglican.org 01382 

562244 

http://www.kirchentag.org.uk/
mailto:canonjohnlindsay@gmail.com
mailto:trevor@ecocongregationscotland.org
mailto:office@brechin.anglican.org


 

Principal, Scottish Episcopal Institute 
The Scottish Episcopal Church seeks to appoint a Principal to its Institute, responsible for 

training and formation for ministry. This is a new post created following an extensive review 

of ministerial training and formation within the Church. The Principal will be required to 

provide strategic leadership to the Institute at a time of significant change, with a new 

emphasis on formation-led training. The post is based at the General Synod Office, 

Edinburgh. 

 

Candidates applying for the post will have: 

• a proven record of effective strategic leadership and management 

• wide experience of church ministry and the formation of those entering ordained or lay 

ministries 

• been educated to Ph.D. level 

• a demonstrable commitment to theological reflection and ministerial formation in the 

Anglican tradition 

 

For an application pack, please contact: – 

Donna Glass 

PA to the Secretary General 

Scottish Episcopal Church 

General Synod Office 

21 Grosvenor Crescent 

Edinburgh 

EH12 5EE 

tel: 0131 225 6357 

email: DonnaG@scotland.anglican.org 

Closing date for applications: 12 noon, Friday 25 April 2014 

Interview date: Tuesday 20 May 2014 in Edinburgh 

 

There is an occupational requirement, in accordance with the Equality Act 2010: Part 1, 

Schedule 9, for the post-holder to be an ordained Anglican. The post is subject to 

satisfactory Protection of Vulnerable Groups Scheme disclosure 

Rector, St Thomas’ Church, Glasgow Road, Edinburgh 
The congregation (membership 200)  is seeking a new rector at this lively west Edinburgh 

suburban church which has a long and valued evangelical tradition, and where there is a 

high degree of congregational participation. 

 

For digital copies of the church and rector profiles ( as well as copies of the church 

accounts, details of remuneration and an application form ) please 

email; rectorvacancy@gmail.com 

www.saintthomas.org.uk 

  

Closing date for applications Saturday 26 April  

Proposed interview dates Friday 9 and Saturday 10 May 

mailto:rectorvacancy@gmail.com
http://www.saintthomas.org.uk/


 

 

The text in this newsletter can be freely shared, copied and posted and 

reproduced. If reproducing it anywhere, please include a link back to the 

subscription page. Any photographs can be shared only with permission of the 

photographer. Please contactpress@scotland.anglican.org for details of 

permission. 

 

Please encourage others to sign up for these regular e-mails 

atwww.scotland.anglican.org 

Comments and feedback are always welcome and can be directed to the 

Communications Officer, Lorna Finley on press@scotland.anglican.org 

Please note that the views expressed on websites linked in this newsletter do not 

necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Scottish Episcopal Church. 

 

Published by the General Synod of The Scottish Episcopal Church – Scottish 

Charity Number SC015962 

 

  

 

mailto:press@scotland.anglican.org
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