
SEI  - Vision and Values  

 
SEI’s vision statement speaks of forming people ‘as competent and confident authorized public 
ministers for the Church of God’. All Christian disciples are on a lifelong journey of 
transformation, being moulded by the Holy Spirit to ever greater conformity to Christ’s ways. 
Those enrolled as students in the Institute are on a particular pathway within that wider 
journey, that of being shaped for service as authorised ministers in the SEC and URC. That 
process of ‘shaping’ pays particular attention to the following:  
 
Call: to the ongoing, responsive offering of oneself in surrender to the divine; that all- 
pervading sense of ‘being for God’ expressed in obedient service; allowing oneself to be 
moulded by God in extraordinary (and even unwelcome) ways.  
 
Character: to the development of ministerial character, growth in wisdom and the 
development of godly habits of life; the shaping of prayerful, integrated and resilient leaders, 
women and men who express and teach the love of God through the quality of their lives, and 
who can function as encouraging agents of change as well as of continuity.  
 
Community: to the building up of a caring, hospitable and prayerful community through sharing 
in worship, learning, meals and relaxation, and in the maintenance of those bonds of love even 
in diaspora; to the wider communities from which each person comes belongs – spouses, 
partners, families, workplaces and local congregations.  
 
Context: to the Scottish context and the differences in geography therein; to the expression of 
ecumenical generosity within the formational community itself, and beyond; to the valuing of 
contingent particularity and the ability to respond in theologically- grounded ways; to the 
understanding of current congregational and societal cultures.  
 
Collaboration: to the importance of paying attention to ‘the other’; of learning to work and 
worship alongside those who hold different world views, and of allowing one’s own viewpoint 
to be challenged and widened thereby; to the giving and receiving of constructive criticism 
without collusion.  
 
Creativity: to the development of the art of interpreting the messiness of the world through the 
lens of Christian faith, integrating theology and experience in a dynamic reflective practice; 
developing a type of knowing which is practical, hermeneutical and value-based. 
 
 


