
Morning Prayer: Thursday 19 December 2024 
 

Thursday after Third Sunday of Advent 
Week 3 of Advent 

 

ADVENT 
 

O Lord, open our lips: 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;* 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 

PSALMODY 
 

Antiphon: Show your servants your works 
  and your splendour to their children. (Psalm 90.16) 
 

Opening 
 

Come, let us sing  
1 Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
2 Let us come before the presence of the Lord with thanksgiving * 

and raise a loud shout to God with psalms. 
3 For you, O Lord, are a great God, *  

and a great sovereign above all gods. 
4 In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

and the heights of the hills are yours also. 
5 The sea is yours, for you made it, * 

and your hands have moulded the dry land. 
6 Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
7 For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and the 

sheep of your hand. * 
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 

8 “Harden not your hearts, * 
as your forebears did in the wilderness. 

9 They put me to the test, *  
though they had seen my works. 

10 So I swore in my wrath, * 
‘They shall not enter into my rest.’” 

Glory … 
or a suitable hymn. 
 



or (from Psalm 90) 
 
1. Lord, you have been our refuge * 
 from one generation to another 
2. Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth 

were born,* 
 from age to age you are God. 
3. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
 so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
4. Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * 
 and the years in which we suffered adversity 
 
Glory … 
or a suitable hymn. 
 

Psalm 119.73-88 
Yodh 
73. Your hands have made me and fashioned me; * 

give me understanding, that I may learn your commandments. 
74.  Those who fear you will be glad when they see me, * 

because I trust in your word. 
75. I know, O Lord, that your judgements are right * 

and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 
76.  Let your loving-kindness be my comfort * 

as you have promised to your servant. 
77.  Let your compassion come to me, that I may live, * 

for your law is my delight. 
78.  Let the arrogant be put to shame, for they wrong me with lies; * 

but I will meditate on your commandments. 
79.  Let those who fear you turn to me, * 

and also those who know your decrees. 
80.  Let my heart be sound in your statutes, * 

that I may not be put to shame. 
Kaph 
81.  My soul has longed for your salvation; * 

I have put my hope in your word. 
82.  My eyes have failed from watching for your promise, * 

and I say, ”When will you comfort me?” 
83.  I have become like a leather flask in the smoke, * 

but I have not forgotten your statutes. 
84.  How much longer must I wait? * 

When will you give judgement against those who persecute me 



85.  The proud have dug pits for me; * 
they do not keep your law. 

86.  All your commandments are true; * 
help me, for they persecute me with lies. 

87.  They had almost made an end of me on earth, * 
but I have not forsaken your commandments. 

88.  In your loving-kindness, revive me, * 
that I may keep the decrees of your mouth. 

 
Conclusion  
 

(Isaiah 2.2-5) 
 

1. In days to come, the mountain where the Lord dwells* 
 will be lifted high above all the mountains and raised above the hills. 
2. All the nations will flock to it;* 
 countless peoples will come to it. 
3. And they will say, Come let us go to the mountain of the Lord,* 
 to the temple of the God of Jacob, 
4. who will teach us his ways,* 
 and we will walk in his paths; 
5 who will sit in judgement over the nations;* 
 be arbiter among many peoples. 
6. They will beat their swords into ploughshares,* 
 and their spears into sickles; 
7. nation shall not lift up sword against nation,* 
 nor ever again prepare for war. 
8. people of Jacob come,* 
 let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
Glory ... 
 
Antiphon: Show your servants your works 
  and your splendour to their children. 
 

READING(S) 
 

Isaiah 11.1-9 
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 



His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
   or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
   their young shall lie down together; 
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
   as the waters cover the sea. 
 
Revelation 20.1-10 
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to 
the bottomless pit and a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient 
serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and 
threw him into the pit, and locked and sealed it over him, so that he would 
deceive the nations no more, until the thousand years were ended. After that 
he must be let out for a little while. 
Then I saw thrones, and those seated on them were given authority to judge. I 
also saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony to 
Jesus and for the word of God. They had not worshipped the beast or its image 
and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to 
life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (The rest of the dead did not 
come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 
Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. Over these the 
second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and 
they will reign with him for a thousand years. 



When the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and 
will come out to deceive the nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, in order to gather them for battle; they are as numerous as the sands 
of the sea. They marched up over the breadth of the earth and surrounded the 
camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from heaven and 
consumed them. And the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the 
lake of fire and sulphur, where the beast and the false prophet were, and they 
will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
 
Silence 
 
Response (Psalm 96.10) 
 
Tell it out among the nations: ‘The Lord reigns!’  
Tell it out among the nations: ‘The Lord reigns!’ 
The Lord will judge the peoples with equity. 
‘The Lord reigns.’ 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
Tell it out among the nations: ‘The Lord reigns!’ 

 
SONG OF ZECHARIAH 

Song of Zechariah Antiphon:  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,* 
because the Lord has anointed me to bring 
good tidings to the afflicted. (Isaiah 61.1) 
 

1 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, * 
who has come to his people and set them free. 

2 The Lord has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,*  
born of the house of his servant David. 

3 Through the holy prophets, God promised of old* 
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us, 

4 to show mercy to our forebears, *  
and to remember his holy covenant. 

5 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:*  
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

6 free to worship him without fear,* 
holy and righteous before him, all the days of our life. 

7 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,* 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 

8 to give his people knowledge of salvation* 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 



9 In the tender compassion of our God* 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

10 to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,* 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory ... 
 
Song of Zechariah Antiphon:  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,* 

because the Lord has anointed me to bring 
good tidings to the afflicted. (Isaiah 61.1) 

 
PRAYERS 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Do not bring us to the time of trial, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

Stir up our prayers, Lord, and hear us: 
that they who are sorrowful and suffering 
may rejoice at the Advent of your only-begotten Son; 
who lives and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end. Amen 
 

 
God most holy, we give you thanks for bringing us out of the shadow of night 



into the light of morning; and we ask you for the joy of spending this day in 
your service, so that when evening comes, we may once more give you thanks, 
through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God! 
 

The Lord bless us and preserve us from all evil; 
and bring us to life eternal. Amen. 


