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SEPTEMBER 2021 NEWS FROM SEI 

New session begins: On Sunday 29 

September, the  Orientation Week for the 

new academic year 2021-22 opens in St 

Mary’s Monastery, Kinnoull. This will be 

the first time an SEI residential has been 

held here since March 2020. Twenty 

students from across the Province and the 

northern synod of the United Reformed 

Church will be present, the largest cohort 

for several years.  

A varied programme (shown on the next 

page) has been set up for the week, 

comprising worship, teaching, practical 

training and leisure. The week begins with 

a Eucharist at which the President is SEI’s 

Chaplain, the Revd Canon Graham Taylor, 

and the preacher the Principal. This is 

followed by induction sessions led 

variously by staff and continuing students. 

The next five days follow a standard 

pattern, each being bookended by prayer. 

Continuing Students will offer a 3-minute 

‘Thought for the Day’ at each Morning 

Prayer, this being an effective way of 

practising a vital communication skill. Also 

constant through these days is a diet of 

learning, with two modules being taught 

on ‘Ministry and Mission in Context’ and 

‘Christian Doctrine’. 

The week will be enhanced by the presence of several guests. Bishop John will be the Bishop-in-

residence this year, attending for part of the week and leading Evening Prayer on Tuesday. The Revd 

Helen Bent from the Royal School of Church Music will lead two sessions on ‘Music and liturgy’ and 

also officiate at Plainsong Compline, and the Revd Lee Johnston will continue the musical theme by 

offering a paper on ‘Modern music and theology’. On Monday the Revd Dr Jaime Wright will lead a 

Forest Church service, and later in the week the Revd Lindsey Sanderson will preside at a URC 

Communion. Midway through the programme staff and students will go off-site to learn about funeral 

preparation at John McEwan and Sons’ Funeral Parlour in Perth. Linda Harrison, SEI’s Administrator, 

will visit to offer an on-line skills session, and Associate Tutors have been invited to attend on Thursday 

and Saturday, so as to get to know the students they will subsequently teach on-line. 

Amidst all this activity there will be ample time for leisure, walks and forming as a community. Chapter 

Chair Rachael Wright and the four Small Group Leaders have arranged plenty of downtime activities, 

plus a ceilidh on the final evening where all are invited to share a particular gift: in song, poetry, dance,  

music or any other medium.  

This edition of the Newsletter comes out a few days earlier than usual so that you might be able to pray 

for the SEI community during this first week of the new session; we would be grateful for your prayers. 

The map shows the 

provenance of the SEI 

student community, the 

‘plus two’ over the Border 

referring to two ordinands 

from the United Reformed 

Church’s Northern Synod 

who are about to begin their 

third and final year at SEI. 
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Greek on Zoom: Eight summer 

days spent on Zoom with Koine 

Greek may not be everyone’s ideal 

staycation. But, led by the Revd Dr 

Piotr Ashwin-Siejkowski of King’s 

College London, it proved to be a 

rich exploration of theology and 

history as ten students at the 

London Summer School in Classics, 

among them SEI’s Lisa Curtice, 

compared accounts of selected 

events and stories across the four 

Gospels. But only once the 

grammar had been thoroughly 

parsed!                        

Not only Greek but Hebrew too: SEI will also be offering modules in biblical languages this year. As the 

Director of Studies, the Revd Dr Michael Hull, comments: ‘SEI is happy to offer introductory and 

elementary Hebrew and Greek in 2021–22, the first academic year in which we are offering them. This 

is an amazing opportunity for all our students for authorised ministry to enrich their understanding of 

God’s revelation in the Bible with skilled tutors in Scotland. If preaching is essential for ministry, then 

there can be no doubt that even a basic knowledge of the biblical languages will greatly enrich not only 

one’s preaching, but one’s ministry. On the one hand, knowing Holy Scripture in the original will bring 

confidence to every minister who seeks to be God’s worker and to correctly handle the word of truth 

(2 Tim. 2.15); on the other hand, studying God’s word in the very words God chose to use allows for a 

labour of love on behalf of those congregations whom ministers will serve, for God will never forget 

such work and love by which people are helped (Heb. 6.10)’. 
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Petertide ordinations: The Revd Dr Josh Cockayne who 

trained at SEI and served a diaconal year at St Andrew’s, St 

Andrews (Diocese of St Andrews, Dunkeld and Dunblane), was 

ordained Priest in York Minster on Saturday 26 June by the Rt 

Revd Paul Slater, the Bishop of Kirkstall (shown right). The Revd 

Prof Trevor Hart, Rector of St Andrew’s, St Andrews, 

participated in the laying on of hands. 

As one goes, so another comes. The Revd Jo Twigg was 

ordained Deacon at St Paul’s and St George’s (Diocese of 

Edinburgh) on Sunday 4 July by the Rt Revd Dr John Armes. Jo 

(centre front, below), who trained at Trinity Bristol, will serve 

her title in Ps and Gs. Photograph courtesy of David Simpson. 

 

The Revd Liz Crumlish was ordained 

Priest by the Rt Revd Kevin Pearson, 

Bishop of Glasgow and Galloway, in St 

Mary’s Cathedral, Glasgow on the 

afternoon of Saturday 3 July 2021, at 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Glasgow. Liz 

(centre front, below) will continue to 

serve as Assistant Curate at St 

Oswald’s Church, Maybole.  
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United at last: In her last act before demitting office as Chapter Chair, Dr Lesley Penny (shown far left 

in Philip Schonken’s photograph above) organised a wonderful gathering for the 2020-21 student 

cohort and staff in Perth on Saturday 29 July, this being the first time such a physical gathering had 

taken place throughout the academic year.  

Despite the gloomy weather which meant a change of venue from Chaplain Graham’s garden to his 

church hall, this was a superb occasion. Social distancing (and the wearing of masks when moving 

between tables) did not detract from the sheer joy of meeting one another ‘for real’ for the first time; 

the noise level was phenomenal as each welcomed each other ecstatically (with proper elbow bumps 

and namaste gestures, of course.) 

Each had brought his or her own sandwich 

lunch, but there was ‘communal cake’. Many 

and wondrous were the latter offerings - but 

the apogee was that provided by Ferdinand 

von Prondzynski whose confection was an 

amazing German traditional cheesecake made 

with vanilla, Quark and raisins marinaded 

overnight with brandy.  

 

Luther was partial to this cake, arguing that only with this combination of soft cheese and raisins was 

it a real 'Käsekuchen'. This he contrasted with the more austere version favoured at the time in 

Switzerland, in Zurich in particular. Now you know what the Marburg Colloquy was really about …  

After an hour or so of exuberant catching 

up, all then moved through to St John’s 

church (shown right), beautifully 

decorated with summer flowers and 

foliage. Prayers were offered for those 

staff and students who could not be 

present - Linda, Richard, Mike, Claire and 

Blayne - and for those soon to join the 

community at the end of August. 

Fittingly, Lesley closed the time of prayer 

by leading all in The Grace. It had indeed 

been a time of immense ‘fellowship’. 

Thank you, Lesley.              
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Real Presence? Theological Reflection on 

Online Eucharists: The Scottish Episcopal 

Institute will sponsor a panel discussion of 

theological reflection on questions of 

‘presence’ in online Eucharists on Saturday 

25 September 2021 from 2pm to 4.30pm 

on Zoom.  

 

The panellists are the Revd Eleanor 

Charman, the Revd Dr Alasdair Coles, the 

Very Revd Kelvin Holdsworth and the Revd 

Dr Stephen Holmes, each of whom will 

deliver a short paper.  

 

These four papers will be circulated to all who register, giving them sufficient time to read the material 

and prepare questions. Questions may be emailed up to 24 hours before the event to the host. 

Afterwards the panellists’ papers will be published in the Scottish Episcopal Institute Journal.  

 

The event, hosted by the Revd Dr Michael Hull, will comprise a 10-minute presentation from each 

panellist, a plenary session and Q&A. Eventbrite will be the tool for registration; the Zoom link and 

papers will be distributed through it. The event is free and open to all. Please register here. 

 

SEI Training Fund: This month grateful thanks are paid to the congregation of St Vincent’s Chapel, 

Stockbridge (Diocese of Edinburgh), for the kind donation of the offering taken at the installation of 

the Revd John Penman as their new Priest-in-Charge. The photograph below shows John (third from 

left) and the rest of the altar party photographed outside St Stephen’s Church (opposite St Vincent’s). 

 

Thanks also go to the Church of the Holy Rood, Carnoustie (Diocese of Brechin) for the recent kind 

donation of the offering taken at the installation of the Revd Martin Allwood as Priest in Charge there 

and in Holy Trinity Monifieth. Thanks go likewise to the congregations of St Mary’s Bridge of Weir and 

St Paul and St John the Evangelist, Monklands (both Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway) and the Revd 

Sally Gorton for the kind donation of the latter’s deputising fees for services led in those charges. 

  

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/vocation-and-ministry/sei/sei-journal/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/real-presence-theological-reflection-on-online-eucharists-tickets-162252378231
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Diocesan Advisors’ Day: Given the considerable number of students entering SEI this session, several 

new Diocesan Advisors have joined the team. They, along with one returning Diocesan Advisor and one 

whom we hope will be assigned a candidate next year, came together at the end of June for a day’s 

induction, a chance to learn about the role, become acquainted with the processes involved and get to 

know fellow DAs. Here two of the participants reflect upon the day, firstly the Revd Dr Jenny Holden, 

Curate at St John’s Aberdeen, shown below at Urquhart Bay Woods, Drumnadrochit: 

‘One of the highlights of my third year at SEI was leading a 

Communion Service at New College alongside my DA. I think each of 

these partnerships is different, but we’d laughed, reflected, 

discussed, put the church and world to rights, cried and prayed 

together over those three years of training. To be able to lead 

worship together was a definite milestone. My experience of having 

a DA meant that when I was asked to consider being one myself, I 

had a mixture of feelings: excitement about people who are 

prepared to respond to this call from God on their lives, a sense of 

privilege at being invited to accompany someone at this stage of 

formation, but also some fear and trepidation. It is a role of 

responsibility, care, conversation, administration and more; being a 

critical friend is a careful balance. 

‘Some of the trepidation about process and administration has been 

dissipated following the DA training day (on Zoom), being able to spend time with other new DAs, being 

skilfully and gently guided by the Principal through the day with time for questions and discussion.  

‘In the SEC Baptism Liturgy, the candidate is asked to respond to the call that ‘God is love. God gives us 

life. In Christ God reaches out to us.’ I’m looking forward to continuing to discern God’s call on my life 

alongside journeying alongside another as their DA as they do the same.’             Revd Dr Jenny Holden 

 

Dr Margaret Williams, a Lay Reader in the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway, writes: ‘In 2019 I was 

asked to be Diocesan Advisor to a Lay Reader candidate. I accepted with trepidation. I was assured that 

I would be given training in the DA role. And so I attended the training day and set out on this new 

pathway with my Advisee. 

‘For a year she and I met together. However, it became apparent that God was calling her onto a 

different path of Ministry, that of vocational deacon. She discussed this and prayed about this with the 

staff at SEI and myself. I then stood back from the Diocesan Advisor’s role although we kept in contact.  

‘She was accepted onto this new pathway and I was asked to continue as her DA. I felt that I needed 

to attend the training day this year. I knew that some things would have changed, even had 2020 been 

a normal year.  

‘This training day was different from the first. It was on Zoom, so no trip across to Edinburgh (and I had 

to make my own lunch!) What hadn’t changed was the support and training that was provided by Anne 

and Linda on the day and which I knew would continue to be provided. It also enabled me to meet 

some of the other DAs and I am sure that contact with them will be important.  

‘I am looking forward to journeying on with my Advisee. I know that it will be a learning experience for 

both of us as we grow together in our ministry.’                                                                Dr Margaret Williams 
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Common Awards Conference: A three-day Conference 

on the theme of ‘embodiment’ on Zoom sounds a 

contradiction in terms, but such was the means 

employed, out of necessity, for this year’s Common 

Awards staff and student Conference, 5-7 July.  

And it worked superbly! A rich banquet of keynote and 

panel speakers had been amassed, all of them 

challenging participants to critique how ‘bodies and 

pedagogies’ intersect.  

On the first day Professor Esther Mombo (St Paul’s University, Kenya) delivered a paper entitled 

'Considerations for an inclusive global theological education', while Professor Louise Lawrence 

(University of Exeter) opened the last day with a consideration of ‘Compassionate curricula? Northern 

and Southern epistemologies and cognitive [in]justice’. Threaded in-between these meaty main 

courses were spicy hors d’oeuvres: a panel discussion on the issue of ‘class’ in theological education 

and another on ‘disability, embodied pedagogy and Christian leadership’ in which Dr Léon Van Ommen 

(University of Aberdeen and one of SEI’s Associate Tutors) spoke about embodied liturgical formation 

from the perspective of autism and disability theology; and nourishing worship, one service being led 

by the Principal of SEI. All the ingredients provoked conference-goers to attend to their own 

unacknowledged biases and cultural stances, critique their dis-embodied pedagogies and seek ways to 

grow in awareness and embodied practice.   

Two SEI students were present along with the core staff, Maureen Farquhar (first year ordinand, 

Diocese of Moray, Ross and Caithness) and Janet Spence (third year ordinand, Diocese of Edinburgh). 

Here Maureen (shown below) offers her reflections on the event. 

‘I attended the Common Awards Conference in July 2021 as 

a first year student. I was interested in learning more about 

the common awards in relation to both ordination training 

and formation within the Scottish Episcopal Institute. The 

speakers were inspiring, energetic, stimulating and thought 

provoking, all leaving me with much to ponder over. The 

group discussions with other Common Awards students 

enabled me to think further and deeper about the subjects 

spoken about throughout the conference. I was honestly not 

disappointed in any way! 

‘One of my highlights was the presentation by Miriam Spies 

where she articulated her experiences about her disabilities 

and how others have reacted to her. I found her extremely inspirational. I totally related to the subject 

matter and her message resonated with me. It is a sad part of humanity that people still find themselves 

persecuted for having some type of disability.  

‘It was joyful to be able to come together in the name of Jesus and have the opportunity to worship 

together. It was a time to find a sense of togetherness, of peace and calmness in the presence of God. 

I enjoyed worshipping with the speakers, lecturers and my fellow students via zoom. I fully embraced 

this opportunity of listening, learning and discussing with others as we worked collectively on many 

levels. Thanks to the wide variety of experiences and talents provided I am confident that we will 

continue to grow and enrich our lives both individually and collectively.’                     Maureen Farquhar 
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Summer meeting of SEI’s Exam Board: Each Theological Education 

Institution within the Common Awards family operates its own 

Board of Examiners, in line with guidance issued by Durham. SEI’s is 

chaired by Dr Alistair Mason (shown right) of the Diocese of 

Aberdeen and Orkney. Alistair, an Associate Tutor at SEI,  is also a 

member of the Inter-Church Relations Committee of the Faith and 

Order Board of the SEC and a Member of the Editorial Board of the 

Scottish Episcopal Institute Journal.  

The Exam Board meets annually in the early summer in order to 

allow students’ marks to be considered for progression and 

recommendation for award in time for the Durham (Overarching) 

Board of Examiners. In summary, it is responsible for receiving and 

confirming the marks for all modules under its jurisdiction; making 

arrangements for the resubmission of unsatisfactory work and the consideration of any resubmitted 

assessments; considering and determining the progression of all students registered on the 

programmes for which the board is responsible; considering and determining the recommendation of 

an award for students; taking into account in its decisions on student progression any claims of serious 

adverse circumstances (SACs) submitted by students; and considering reports on any irregularities in 

assessment processes, relating to either potential academic malpractice or the conduct of the 

assessment process. 

University Liaison Officers and External Examiners attend meetings of the Board of Examiners. The role 

of the latter is to assure the standards of the individual Common Awards programmes in the light of 

the objectives of the programmes concerned, and in comparison with programmes in the same subject 

area elsewhere in the UK. External Examiners review and evaluate assessment processes and offer an 

evaluative report on the past year’s academic work.  

Durham University appoints External Examiners, each of 

whom has responsibility for two Theological Education 

Institutes (TEIs) and serves for four years. SEI’s External is Dr 

John Moxon, Deputy Head of Department in the School of 

Humanities and Principal Lecturer in Ministerial Theology, 

Roehampton University (shown left).  

At August’s meeting he delivered a very encouraging report, 

noting that ‘the  degree of critical edge and challenge in the 

questions and tasks set for the students was appropriate to the 

level, and that grades awarded were comparable to what 

might be seen in similar courses elsewhere in the UK.’.  

Dr Moxon also stated that ‘the tutorial feedback was very good’ and commended especially ‘the 

feedback given for lower-scoring students, where notes of encouragement were always offered and 

criticism was always constructive.’ 

Dr Mason closed the meeting by offering hearty thanks to Common Awards and the External Examiner 

for their support and guidance through the year, and to SEI staff for their work, especially to Linda 

Harrison, SEI’s Administrator and Secretary to the Board of Examiners, whom he dubbed ‘a winner’. He 

praised her tireless labours and expressed grateful thanks for her work in ensuring that ‘the system 

works so well’. It had been ‘a complex year’, he reflected, ‘but a successful one.’                 

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/vocation-and-ministry/sei/sei-journal/

