
Evening Prayer: Sunday 22 December 2024 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Week 4 of Advent 

 

ADVENT 
 

O God make speed to save us; 
O Lord make haste to help us. 
 
Glory to God, Source of all Being,* Eternal Word, and Holy Spirit.  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 
PSALMODY 
 

Antiphon: My eyes are turned to you, Lord God; * 
in you I take refuge; do not strip me of my life. (Psalm 141.8) 

 

Opening 
 

(from Psalms 140 and 141) 
 

1. I have said to the Lord, ”You are my God;  
listen, O Lord, to my supplication.” 

2. Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly; *  
hear my voice when I cry to you 

3. I know that the Lord will maintain the cause of the poor *  
and render justice to the needy. 

4. Surely, the righteous will give thanks to your name,*  
and the upright shall continue in your sight. 

 

Glory … 
or a suitable hymn. 
 

Psalm 124 
1. If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
 let Israel now say; 
2. if the Lord had not been on our side, * 
 when enemies rose up against us; 
3. then would they have swallowed us up alive * 
 in their fierce anger toward us; 
4. then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 
 and the torrent gone over us; 
 



5. then would the raging waters * 
 have gone right over us. 
6. Blessed be the Lord * 
 who has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 
7. We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 
 the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
8. Our help is in the name of the Lord, * 
 the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Psalm 125 

1. Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, * 
 which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever. 
2. The hills stand about Jerusalem; *  

so does the Lord stand round about this people, from this time forth for 
evermore. 

3. The sceptre of the wicked shall not hold sway over the land allotted to 
the just, * 

 so that the just shall not put their hands to evil. 
4. Show your goodness, O Lord, to those who are  good * 
 and to those who are true of heart. 
5. As for those who turn aside to crooked ways, the Lord will lead them 

away with the evildoers; * 
 but peace be upon Israel. 
 
Psalm 126 
1. When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
 then were we like those who dream. 
2. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 

and our tongue with shouts of joy.  
 Then they said among the nations, * 

”The Lord has done great things for them.” 
3. The Lord has done great things for us, * 
 and we are glad indeed. 
4. Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
 like the watercourses of the Negev. 
5. Those who sowed with tears * 
 will reap with songs of joy. 
6. Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
 will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
  



Conclusion  
 

(from Revelation 22) 
 

1. I am the Alpha and the Omega, * 
 says the Lord. 
2. The first and the last,* 
 the beginning and the end. 
3. I am the root and offspring of David,* 
 the bright morning star. 
4. The Spirit and the Bride say, Come;* 
 let anyone who hears, say, Come, 
5 Let anyone who is thirsty come;* 
 let anyone who desires take the water of life without price. 
6. The Lord says, Surely I am coming soon.* 
 Amen; come, Lord Jesus! 
Glory ... 
 
Antiphon: My eyes are turned to you, Lord God; * 

in you I take refuge; do not strip me of my life 
 

READING(S) 
 

Luke 1.39-48a 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has 
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as 
I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord.’ 
And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 
Silence 
 
 



Response (Psalm 28.9) 
Save your people and bless your inheritance.  
Save your people and bless your inheritance.  
Shepherd them and carry them for ever. 
Bless your inheritance. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
Save your people and bless your inheritance. 
 
SONG OF Mary 

Song of Mary Antiphon:  O King of all nations,* 
Lord for whom they long, O Cornerstone that binds 
in one Jew and Gentile: Come and save your people, 
whom you have moulded in your image. 
 

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,*  
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 

2 who has looked with favour on his lowly servant;*  
from this day all generations will call me blessed. 

3 The Almighty has done great things for me,*  
and holy is his name. 

4 God has mercy on those who fear him,*  
from generation to generation. 

5 The Lord has shown strength with his arm*  
and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

6 casting down the mighty from their thrones*  
and lifting up the lowly. 

7 God has filled the hungry with good things*  
and sent the rich away empty. 

8 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,*  
to remember the promise of mercy, 

9 the promise made to our forebears,*  
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 
Glory ... 
 
Song of Mary Antiphon:  O King of all nations,* 

Lord for whom they long, O Cornerstone that binds 
in one Jew and Gentile: Come and save your people, 
whom you have moulded in your image. 

 



PRAYERS 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Do not bring us to the time of trial, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

Stir up your power, Lord, and come:  
and strengthen us by the might of your love;  
that, although we are hindered by our sins,  
your abundant grace and mercy may quickly come and save us;  
for you live and reign with the Father,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, world without end. Amen 
 

God most holy, we give you thanks for bringing us out of the shadow of night 
into the light of morning; and we ask you for the joy of spending this day in 
your service, so that when evening comes, we may once more give you thanks, 
through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God! 
 

The Lord bless us and preserve us from all evil; 
and bring us to life eternal. Amen. 
 


