Morning Prayer: Saturday 28 December 2024

The Holy Innocents

FESTIVALS

O Lord, open our lips:
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;*
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.

PSALMODY

Antiphon: The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice:*
let the multitude of the isles be glad. (Psalm 97.1)

Opening

(from Psalm 97)

1. You are the Lord, most high over all the earth;*
you are exalted far above all gods.

2. The Lord loves those who hate evil;*
preserving the lives of the saints and delivering them from the hand of
the wicked.

3. Light has sprung up for the righteous,*

and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted.
4, Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous.*

and give thanks to the holy name of the Lord.

Glory ...
or a suitable hymn.

Psalm 144

1. Blessed be the Lord my rock, *
who trains my hand to fight and my fingers to battle;

2. my help and my fortress, my stronghold and my deliverer, *
my shield in whom | trust, who subdues the peoples under me.
3. O Lord, what are we that you should care for us? *

Mere mortals that you should think of us?
4. We are like a puff of wind; *
our days are like a passing shadow.



5. Bow your heavens, O Lord, and come down; *
touch the mountains, and they shall smoke.
6. Hurl the lightning and scatter them; *
shoot out your arrows and rout them.
7. Stretch out your hand from on high; *
rescue me and deliver me from the great waters, from the hand of
foreign peoples,

8. for their mouths speak deceitfully *
and their hand is raised in falsehood.
9. O God, | will sing to you a new song; *

| will play to you on a ten-stringed lyre.

10. You give victory to rulers *
and have rescued David your servant.

11. Rescue me from the hurtful sword and deliver me from the hand of
foreign peoples, *
for their mouths speak deceitfully and they raise their hand in falsehood.

12. May our sons be like plants well nurtured from their youth, *
and our daughters like sculptured corners of a palace.

13.  May our barns be filled to overflowing with all manner of crops; *
may the flocks in our pastures increase by thousands and tens of
thousands; may our cattle be fat and sleek.

14. May there be no breaching of the walls, no going into exile, *
no wailing in the public squares.

15. Happy are the people of whom this is so! *

Happy are the people for whom God is the Lord!

Conclusion

(We praise you, O God - Te Deum)

1. We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord;*
all creation worships you, the Father everlasting
2. To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, *

the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise:
3. Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,*
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

4, The glorious company of apostles™
praise you.

5. The noble fellowship of prophets*
praise you.

6. The white-robed army of martyrs*

praise you.



Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you:*
Father, of majesty unbounded.

Your true and only Son, worthy of all praise,*

the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

You, Christ, are the king of glory,*

the eternal Son of the Father.

10. When you took our flesh to set us free*

you humbly chose the Virgin’s womb.

11. You overcame the sting of death,*

and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
12. You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.*

We believe that you will come to be our judge.

13. Come then, Lord, and help your people,*

bought with the price of your own blood.

14. And bring us with your saints*

to glory everlasting.

Glory ...

Antiphon: The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice:*
let the multitude of the isles be glad.

READING(S)

Isaiah 49.13-23

Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth;

break forth, O mountains, into singing!

For the Lord has comforted his people,

and will have compassion on his suffering ones.

But Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me,

my Lord has forgotten me’

Can a woman forget her nursing-child,

or show no compassion for the child of her womb?
Even these may forget,

yet | will not forget you.

See, | have inscribed you on the palms of my hands;
your walls are continually before me.

Your builders outdo your destroyers,

and those who laid you waste go away from you.
Lift up your eyes all around and see;

they all gather, they come to you.



As | live, says the Lord,
you shall put all of them on like an ornament,
and like a bride you shall bind them on.

Surely your waste and your desolate places
and your devastated land—
surely now you will be too crowded for your inhabitants,
and those who swallowed you up will be far away.
The children born in the time of your bereavement
will yet say in your hearing:
‘The place is too crowded for me;
make room for me to settle’
Then you will say in your heart,
‘Who has borne me these?
| was bereaved and barren,
exiled and put away—
so who has reared these?
| was left all alone—
where then have these come from?’

Thus says the Lord God:
| will soon lift up my hand to the nations,
and raise my signal to the peoples;
and they shall bring your sons in their bosom,
and your daughters shall be carried on their shoulders.
Kings shall be your foster-fathers,
and their queens your nursing-mothers.
With their faces to the ground they shall bow down to you,
and lick the dust of your feet.
Then you will know that | am the Lord;
those who wait for me shall not be put to shame.

Matthew 18.1-14

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?’ He called a child, whom he put among them, and said,
‘Truly | tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble like this child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes one such child in my
name welcomes me.

‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe
in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were fastened around your
neck and you were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world because



of stumbling-blocks! Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to
the one by whom the stumbling-block comes!

‘If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; it
is better for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or two
feet and to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to
stumble, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to enter life with one
eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into the hell of fire.

‘Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, | tell you, in
heaven their angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven. What do
you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of
the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly | tell you, he rejoices over it
more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of
your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.

Silence

Response (Psalm 89.1)

Your love, O Lord, for ever will | sing.

Your love, O Lord, for ever will | sing.

My mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.

Throughout all generations.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit
Your love, O Lord, for ever will | sing.

SONG OF ZECHARIAH

Song of Zechariah Antiphon: Their sound*
has gone out through all the world.

1 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, *
who has come to his people and set them free.
2 The Lord has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,*
born of the house of his servant David.
3 Through the holy prophets, God promised of old*
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us,

4 to show mercy to our forebears, *
and to remember his holy covenant.

5 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:*
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

6 free to worship him without fear,*

holy and righteous before him, all the days of our life.



7 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,*
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,

8 to give his people knowledge of salvation*
by the forgiveness of their sins.
9 In the tender compassion of our God*

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

10  to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,*
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory ...

Song of Zechariah Antiphon: Their sound*
has gone out through all the world.

PRAYERS

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Do not bring us to the time of trial,
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and for ever.

Amen



Collect of the Day

Merciful Lord, shed upon your people

the bright beams of your light:

that enlightened by the teaching of Saint John,

your apostle and evangelist,

we may live in the light of your truth,

and come at length to the fullness of eternal life;

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, world without end. Amen

God most holy, we give you thanks for bringing us out of the shadow of night
into the light of morning; and we ask you for the joy of spending this day in
your service, so that when evening comes, we may once more give you thanks,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord:
Thanks be to God!

The Lord bless us and preserve us from all evil;
and bring us to life eternal. Amen.



