
Morning Prayer: Tuesday 31 December 2024 

 
Tuesday after first Sunday after Christmas  

John Wycliffe, Priest, 1384 

CHRISTMAS AND EPIPHANY 
 

O Lord, open our lips: 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;* 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 

PSALMODY 
 

Antiphon:  Your justice Lord dawns like morning light;* 
its dawning is as sure as the sunrise. (Hosea 6.3) 

 

Opening 
 

Come, let us sing  
1 Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
2 Let us come before the presence of the Lord with thanksgiving * 

and raise a loud shout to God with psalms. 
3 For you, O Lord, are a great God, *  

and a great sovereign above all gods. 
4 In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

and the heights of the hills are yours also. 
5 The sea is yours, for you made it, * 

and your hands have moulded the dry land. 
6 Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
7 For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and the 

sheep of your hand. * 
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 

8 “Harden not your hearts, * 
as your forebears did in the wilderness. 

9 They put me to the test, *  
though they had seen my works. 

10 So I swore in my wrath, * 
‘They shall not enter into my rest.’” 

 
Glory … 
or a suitable hymn. 



(from Psalm 85) 
 
1. I will listen to what you, Lord God, are saying, * 

for you are speaking peace to your faithful people and to those who turn 
their hearts to you. 

2. Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
 that your glory may dwell in our land. 
3. Mercy and truth have met together; * 
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
4. Truth shall spring up from the earth, 
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 
Glory … 
or a suitable hymn. 
 

Psalm 136 
1.  Give thanks to the Lord who is good, * 

for the mercy of God endures for ever. 
2.  Give thanks to the God of gods, * 

for the mercy of God endures for ever. 
3.  Give thanks to the Lord of lords, * 

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
4.  who only does great wonders, * 

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
5.  who by divine wisdom made the heavens, * 

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
6.  who spread out the earth upon the waters, * 

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
7.  who created great lights, * 

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
8.  the sun to rule the day, * 

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
9. the moon and the stars to govern the night, * 

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
10. who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, * 

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
11.  and brought out Israel from among them, * 

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
12.  with a mighty hand and a stretched-out arm, * 

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
13.  who divided the Red Sea in two, * 

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 



14.  and made Israel to pass through the midst of it, * 
for the mercy of God endures for ever; 

15.  but swept Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea, * 
for the mercy of God endures for ever; 

16.  who led this people through the wilderness, * 
for the mercy of God endures for ever; 

17.  who struck down great kings, * 
for the mercy of God endures for ever; 

18.  and slew mighty kings, * 
for the mercy of God endures for ever; 

19. Sihon, king of the Amorites, * 
for the mercy of God endures for ever; 

20.  and Og, the king of Bashan, * 
for the mercy of God endures for ever; 

21.  and gave away their lands for an inheritance, * 
for the mercy of God endures for ever; 

22.  an inheritance for Israel God’s servant, * 
for the mercy of God endures for ever; 

23.  who remembered us in our low estate, * 
for the mercy of God endures for ever. 

24.  and delivered us from our enemies, * 
for the mercy of God endures for ever; 

25.  who gives food to all creatures, * 
for the mercy of God endures for ever. 

26.  Give thanks to the God of heaven, * 
for the mercy of God endures for ever. 

 
Conclusion  
 

(from Isaiah 60) 
 

1. Arise, shine, for your light has come,* 
 the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2. For behold darkness shall cover the earth,* 
 thick darkness the peoples; 
3. but the Lord will arise upon you;* 
 God's glory will be seen upon you. 
4. Nations shall come to your light;* 
 kings to the brightness of your rising. 
5. The sun shall be no more your light by day;* 
 nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you by night; 
6. but the Lord will be your everlasting light,* 
 your God will be your glory. 



Glory ... 
 

Antiphon:  Your justice Lord dawns like morning light;* 
its dawning is as sure as the sunrise.  

 

READING(S) 
 
Isaiah 26.1-9  
On that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: 
We have a strong city; 
   he sets up victory 
   like walls and bulwarks. 
Open the gates, 
   so that the righteous nation that keeps faith 
   may enter in. 
Those of steadfast mind you keep in peace— 
   in peace because they trust in you. 
Trust in the Lord for ever, 
   for in the Lord God 
   you have an everlasting rock. 
For he has brought low 
   the inhabitants of the height; 
   the lofty city he lays low. 
He lays it low to the ground, 
   casts it to the dust. 
The foot tramples it, 
   the feet of the poor, 
   the steps of the needy. 
 

The way of the righteous is level; 
   O Just One, you make smooth the path of the righteous. 
In the path of your judgements, 
   O Lord, we wait for you; 
your name and your renown 
   are the soul’s desire. 
My soul yearns for you in the night, 
   my spirit within me earnestly seeks you. 
For when your judgements are in the earth, 
   the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness. 
 
 
 



2 Corinthians 5.16-6.2    
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 
longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything 
old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, 
who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his 
appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 
As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God 
in vain. For he says, 
‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
   and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’ 
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 
 
John 8.12-19 
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.’ Then the 
Pharisees said to him, ‘You are testifying on your own behalf; your testimony is 
not valid.’ Jesus answered, ‘Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is 
valid because I know where I have come from and where I am going, but you 
do not know where I come from or where I am going. You judge by human 
standards; I judge no one. Yet even if I do judge, my judgement is valid; for it is 
not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. In your law it is 
written that the testimony of two witnesses is valid. I testify on my own behalf, 
and the Father who sent me testifies on my behalf.’ Then they said to him, 
‘Where is your Father?’ Jesus answered, ‘You know neither me nor my Father. If 
you knew me, you would know my Father also.’ 
 
Silence 
 

Response (Psalm 119.130) 
When your word goes forth it gives light.  
When your word goes forth it gives light.  
It gives understanding to the simple. 
It gives light. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
When your word goes forth it gives light. 
 



SONG OF ZECHARIAH 
 

Song of Zechariah Antiphon:  To us is born a Saviour,* 
Christ the Lord. (Luke 2.11) 
 

1 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, * 
who has come to his people and set them free. 

2 The Lord has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,*  
born of the house of his servant David. 

3 Through the holy prophets, God promised of old* 
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us, 

4 to show mercy to our forebears, *  
and to remember his holy covenant. 

5 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:*  
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

6 free to worship him without fear,* 
holy and righteous before him, all the days of our life. 

7 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,* 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 

8 to give his people knowledge of salvation* 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

9 In the tender compassion of our God* 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

10 to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,* 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory ... 
 

Song of Zechariah Antiphon:  To us is born a Saviour,* 
Christ the Lord. (Luke 2.11) 

 
  



PRAYERS 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Do not bring us to the time of trial, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

O God our Father,  
the light of whose Word has come among us  
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:  
grant that the radiance of that true light,  
which enlightens our minds by faith,  
may shine brightly through our words and deeds;  
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, world without end. Amen 
 

God most holy, we give you thanks for bringing us out of the shadow of night 
into the light of morning; and we ask you for the joy of spending this day in 
your service, so that when evening comes, we may once more give you thanks, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God! 
 

The Lord bless us and preserve us from all evil; 



and bring us to life eternal. Amen. 


