Evening Prayer: Thursday 9 January 2025

Thursday after Second Sunday after Christmas

CHRISTMAS AND EPIPHANY

O God make speed to save us;
O Lord make haste to help us.

Glory to God, Source of all Being, Eternal Word, and Holy Spirit;*
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.

PSALMODY
Antiphon: Let your loving-kindness, O Lord, be upon us,
as we have put our trust in you. (Psalm 33.22)
Opening
(from Psalm 33)
1. Behold, your eye, O Lord, is upon those who fear you, *
on those who wait upon your love.
2. To pluck their lives from death, *
and to feed them in time of famine.
3. Our soul waits for the Lord *
who is our help and our shield.
4, Indeed, our heart rejoices in God *

in whose holy name we put our trust.

Glory ...
or a suitable hymn.

Psalm 26

1. Give judgement for me, O Lord, for | have lived with integrity; *
| have trusted in you and have not faltered.

2. Test me, O Lord, and try me; *
examine my heart and my mind.

3. For your love is before my eyes; *
| have walked faithfully with you.

4, | have not sat with the worthless, *

nor do | consort with the deceitful.
5. | have hated the company of evildoers; *



| will not sit down with the wicked.

6. | will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, *
that | may go in procession round your altar,
7. singing aloud a song of thanksgiving *
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
8. Lord, | love the house in which you dwell *
and the place where your glory abides.
9. Do not sweep me away with sinners, *
nor my life with those who thirst for blood,
10. whose hands are full of evil plots, *
and whose hands full of bribes.
11. Asfor me, | will live with integrity; *
redeem me, O Lord, and have pity on me.
12. My foot stands on level ground; *
in the full assembly | will bless the Lord.
Psalm 28
1. O Lord, | call to you; my rock, do not be deaf to my cry;*
lest, if you do not hear me, | become like those who go down to the pit.
2. Hear the voice of my prayer when | cry out to you, *
when | lift up my hands to your holy of holies.
3. Do not snatch me away with the wicked or with the evildoers, *
who speak peaceably with their neighbours, while strife is in their
hearts.
4, Repay them according to their deeds, and according to the wickedness
of their actions. *
According to the work of their hands repay them, and give them their
just deserts.
5. They have no understanding of your doings, nor of the works of your
hands; therefore you will break them down *
and not build them up.
6. Blessed are you, O Lord! *
For you have heard the voice of my prayer.
7. O Lord, you are my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in you, and |
have been helped; *
therefore my heart dances for joy, and in my song will | praise you.
8. You are the strength of your people, *
a safe refuge for your anointed.
9. Save your people and bless your inheritance; *

shepherd them and carry them for ever.



Glory ...
or a suitable hymn.

Conclusion

Conclusion (from Philippians 2)

1. Let this mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus:*
the divine nature was his from the first:

2. Yet he did not grasp at equality with God;*
he emptied himself and became like a slave.

3. Taking the nature of man he was revealed in human form;*
he humbled himself and became obedient even to death,
death on a cross.

4, Therefore God has raised him on high,*
and has given him a name above every other name;

5. So that in the name of Jesus every knee shall bow,*
in heaven, on earth, and in the depths;
6. And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord;*

to the glory of God the Father.

Glory ...

Antiphon: Let your loving-kindness, O Lord, be upon us,
as we have put our trust in you.

READING(S)

John 5.1-15

After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-
zatha, which has five porticoes. In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and
paralysed. One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When
Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said
to him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’ The sick man answered him, ‘Sir, | have
no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while | am
making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” Jesus said to him,
‘Stand up, take your mat and walk.” At once the man was made well, and he
took up his mat and began to walk.

Now that day was a sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who had been cured,



‘It is the sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your mat.” But he answered
them, ‘The man who made me well said to me, “Take up your mat and walk.”’
They asked him, ‘Who is the man who said to you, “Take it up and walk”?’ Now
the man who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had
disappeared in the crowd that was there. Later Jesus found him in the temple
and said to him, ‘See, you have been made well! Do not sin any more, so that
nothing worse happens to you.” The man went away and told the Jews that it
was Jesus who had made him well.

Silence

Response (Psalm 89.27)

| will make the son of David my firstborn.

I will make the son of David my firstborn.

Higher than the rulers of the earth.

My firstborn.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit
I will make the son of David my firstborn.

SONG OF MARY

Song of Mary Antiphon: Glory to Christ*
who is preached among the nations and believed on
in the world. (from 1 Timothy 3.16)

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,*
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
2 who has looked with favour on his lowly servant;*

from this day all generations will call me blessed.
3 The Almighty has done great things for me,*
and holy is his name.

4 God has mercy on those who fear him,*
from generation to generation.

5 The Lord has shown strength with his arm*
and scattered the proud in their conceit,

6 casting down the mighty from their thrones*

and lifting up the lowly.

7 God has filled the hungry with good things*
and sent the rich away empty.

8 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,*
to remember the promise of mercy,



9 the promise made to our forebears,*
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory ...

Song of Mary Antiphon: Glory to Christ*
who is preached among the nations and believed on
in the world. (from 1 Timothy 3.16)

PRAYERS

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Do not bring us to the time of trial,
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and for ever.

Amen

Collect of the Day

O God,

whose blessed Son, Jesus Christ, was made human,
that we might become your children:
grant that we,

being made partakers of his divine nature,
may be shaped in his likeness;

who lives and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, world without end.

Amen



Lord God almighty, come and dispel the darkness from our hearts, that
in the radiance of your brightness we may know you, the only
unfading light, glorious in all eternity. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord:
Thanks be to God!

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing:

through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



