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Intercessory Resources for the Season of Creation
The material presented in this collection is not authorised through the canonical processes of the Scottish Episcopal Church, but is offered by the Liturgy Committee to supplement that which has been authorised by the College of Bishops for experimental use, on the recommendation of the Faith and Order Board, viz. that published in the booklets Holy Eucharist for the Season of Creation and Daily Prayer for the Season of Creation. It may also be found useful on other occasions, with Service of the Word 2015, or in other settings. Most of the material has been borrowed or adapted from publications of other Anglican Provinces, and is acknowledged as such. It is commended for use in our Church as we acknowledge the environmental and climate emergency with which life on earth is confronted. This crisis has reminded us forcefully of our need to acknowledge in our worship that God is sovereign over creation, that we are God’s creatures, and as human beings made in God’s image we have particular responsibilities within God’s creation. 
Form 1 

Deacon or other Leader 
Blessed God, whose love calls the whole creation into covenant with you, and who puts in our hands responsibility for the care of the earth and its creatures: we pray for all to whom you have given life and being, saying, 

Merciful God, sustain your planet and people in peace.
For the well-being of the earth; for its resources of water, air, light, and soil, that they may be tended for the good of all creation, we pray: 

Merciful God, sustain your planet and people in peace. 
For the waters of the earth; for their careful use and conservation, that we may have the will and the ability to keep them clean and pure, we pray: 

Merciful God, sustain your planet and people in peace. 
For the mineral and energy resources of the planet, that we may learn sustainable consumption and sound care of the environment from which they come, we pray: 

Merciful God, sustain your planet and people in peace. 
For the animals of the earth, wild and domestic, large and small, that we and they may thrive in harmony with one another, we pray: 

Merciful God, sustain your planet and people in peace. 
For the creatures of the earth that do us harm and those whose place in your creation we do not understand or welcome, that we may see them as your beloved creatures, we pray: 

Merciful God, sustain your planet and people in peace. 
For all who shape public policies affecting the planet and its creatures [especially for N and our local leaders], that they may consider wisely the well-being of all who come after us, we pray: 

Merciful God, sustain your planet and people in peace. 
For all those engaged in conservation, in agriculture, aquaculture and fishing, in mining and industry, and in forestry and timber-harvesting, that the health, fruitfulness, and beauty of the natural world may be sustained alongside human activity, we pray: 

Merciful God, sustain your planet and people in peace. 
For the creatures and the human beings of your world who are ill, or in danger, pain, or special need [especially N], and for all who suffer from the unjust, violent, or wasteful use of the earth’s resources or their devastation by war, that all may one day live in communities of justice and peace, we pray: 

Merciful God, sustain your planet and people in peace. 
For the gifts of science and technology and for those who practice these skills, that they may be wise, visionary, and compassionate in their work, we pray: 

Merciful God, sustain your planet and people in peace. 
For your Church, that we your people may use our gifts and resources thoughtfully and responsibly and shine as your light in the world, thankful for those of your servants who minister to us,  [giving thanks especially for the work in ministry of N], we pray:

Merciful God, sustain your planet and people in peace. 
For the creatures and the people of the earth whose lives and deaths have contributed to the fruitful abundance of this planet [giving thanks especially for N]

Merciful God, sustain your planet and people in peace.
The President concludes the Prayers with this or another suitable collect. 
Gracious God:
Grant that your people may have in them
the same mind that was in Christ Jesus,
and guide us into harmony of relationship
through loving-kindness and the wise use
of all that you have given;
for you are drawing all things into communion with you 
and with each other by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Form 2 

Deacon or other Leader 
This is Christ’s commandment: to love one another as he loved us. With contrite spirits and respect for all humanity, let us pray to God that we may learn to care for not only our brothers and sisters, but for all God’s creation shown forth in the wonder of nature that maintains our common life. 

Have compassion on all who suffer from trials and pain, especially the victims of natural disasters caused by our own greed and negligence, [particularly on the people of X]. Grant them their needed relief and the help of us and all your children in their current struggles. 

Inspire us to love the whole of creation. 

Kindle the hearts of the leaders in your Church; especially N, our bishop, N, our priest, and all other ministers. Reveal in them the example of your Christ, who revered and cared for the fullness of your creation. 

Inspire us to love the whole of creation. 
Inspire all civil authorities to dedicate their resources and efforts to the building of a better world for all your people. May they govern with respect and balance toward nature through policies that seek to slow and reverse the environmental emergency that surrounds us and threatens many throughout the world. 

Inspire us to love the whole of creation. 
Have mercy on your children suffering from sickness of body mind or spirit, [especially your servant(s) N].  Grant to all who suffer healing and comfort from their afflictions. Equip us to serve all who are sick as we would serve Christ. 

Inspire us to love the whole of creation. 
[Remembering N,] Bring to your glorious presence all those faithful who have departed this world with faith in Jesus Christ. Grant them eternal rest in the company of the Virgin Mary, apostles, martyrs, and all your saints. 

Receive the prayers we now offer you as a sign of our immense gratitude for the many blessings you have given us, and above all for the life in nature that continues to flourish despite our thoughtlessness. Grant that we may return your love in acts of charity and compassion toward the world that you created and all of its creatures. 

The Presider concludes with the following Collect: 
Creator of all, whose Son came to reconcile all creation to you: inspire in us a reverence for your creatures in this world and accept the prayers that we now offer; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
or
Our Father, who art in heaven,


hallowed be thy name;


thy kingdom come;


thy will be done;


on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread;


and forgive us our trespasses,


as we forgive those who trespass against us.


And lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom,


the power and the glory,


for ever and ever. Amen.

When the Lord’s Prayer concludes the Intercessions, it is not repeated at the conclusion of the Eucharistic Prayer.

Form 3 

During the silence after each bidding, the people offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 
Intercessor 
Let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God in the world, now and always. 

In the beginning, 
God was. 
Here and now, 
God is. 
In the future, 
God will be. 
Intercessor 
Loving Father, who through your Son has given us His Church as a community of faith, hope and love, to carry out your work and make disciples of all nations, give her the desire and the strength to do what pleases you in building your Kingdom here on earth.

Silence 
God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 
Creator of earth, sea, and sky, kindle the fire of your Spirit within us that we may be bold to heal and defend the earth, and pour your blessing upon all who work for the good of the planet. 

Silence 
God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 
Breath of life, receive our thanks for the beauty of our local area and all who dwell in it, and grant us the wisdom and will to conserve it. 

Silence 
God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 
Source of life, heal and redeem the wounds of your creation, and visit the places and people who suffer from our indifference, neglect, and greed. 

Silence 
God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 
Lover of all you have made, we thank you for the wondrous diversity of your creatures, and we pray for their well-being. 

Silence 
God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 
Author of the book of nature, receive our gratitude for places of restoration and healing, and continue to bless those places that feed our lives and spirits. 

Silence 
God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 
Wise Creator, whose works are full of mystery, give us wonder and appreciation for your creatures with whom we find ourselves in conflict. 

Silence 
God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 
Giver of all good gifts, awaken us daily to our dependence upon your bounty, and make us always thankful for the abundance of your blessings. 

Silence 
God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 
Divine Physician, heal our communities, especially those where neglect, greed, or violence inflict suffering upon people and other creatures. 

Silence 
God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer.
Comforter of all the earth, sustain the people of this congregation who desire or need your presence and help [especially N]. 

Silence 
God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 
Rock and refuge of all your creatures, receive into everlasting mercy all those who have died [especially N]. 

Silence 
The President concludes with one of the following collects. 
Eternal God, the light of all who know you, come and fill our hearts with your love. Help us speak when many keep silent, help us stand for what is right when many sit in indifference. Increase our faith and charity, until your kingdom comes and heaven and earth rejoice in everlasting glory; through your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
or 
Holy God, you alone are unutterable,
from the time you created all things that can be spoken of.
You alone are unknowable,
from the time you created all things that can be known.
All things cry out about you:
those that speak, and those that cannot speak.
All things honour you:
those that think, and those that cannot think.
For there is one longing, one groaning,
which all things have for you.
All things that comprehend your plan
pray to you and offer you a silent hymn.
In you, the One, all things abide,
and all things endlessly run to you who are the end of all. 

Amen. 

or
Our Father, who art in heaven,


hallowed be thy name;


thy kingdom come;


thy will be done;


on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread;


and forgive us our trespasses,


as we forgive those who trespass against us.


And lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom,


the power and the glory,


for ever and ever. Amen.

When the Lord’s Prayer concludes the Intercessions, it is not repeated at the conclusion of the Eucharistic Prayer.
A Litany for the Planet 

The Deacon or other Leader may select apt portions of this litany, and add local examples to any category, as well as special concerns and occasions for prayer where appropriate. 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Creator, saying, 

Creator, have mercy. 

On your earth, the garden of life, 
On soil, that it may be fruitful in all seasons, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On rocks and minerals that form the foundations for life, 
On volcanoes and lava flows that reveal the power of earth’s core, 
On hills and great mountains; on cliffs, caves, and valleys, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On deserts and their hardy creatures, 
On your waters, which sustain a diverse community of life, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On coral reefs, and on the animals, plants, and fish that inhabit them, 
On ocean deeps, teeming with life; on the open seas and all that travel upon them, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On rivers, bringing water to thirsty places, 
On lakes and streams, home to a diversity of life, 
On ponds and marshes, cradles of life, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On wetlands and estuaries; on rocky coasts and beaches, 
On islands and atolls, oases and all harsh outposts of life, 
On glaciers and ice fields, holding the delicate balance of waters, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On storms, floods, and tempests, and all fearsome forces of weather, 
On rains that water the earth, causing plants to sprout and grow, 
On snow and hail, sleet and winter cold, and on the dormant things that wait for spring, 
On mists and fog silently watering the ground, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On the atmosphere of your planet earth, that it may sustain all that breathes, 
On winds that carry seeds and spores; on breezes that warm and cool the earth, 
On lightning and fires that cleanse and destroy, and on all that lies in their path, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On all the ecosystems of your earth and their intricate communities, 
On forests of many kinds; on trees and shrubs and vines, 
On grasslands, tundras, and plains, and on their varied plants, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On ferns and fungi; on spore-bearing plants and on seed-bearing plants, 
On micro-organisms of endless variety, the complex and the simple, 
On reptiles, amphibians and fish;
On mammals, birds, insects and other invertebrates;
On mysterious creatures and places unknown to humankind, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On the human family across the globe, of many colours and communities, in kinship with all creation, 
On all who live and work and play in this city/town/village and this neighbourhood, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On those who work around us, whose labour builds up our community and our world; 
On the businesses and industries around us, that they may profit the whole community; 

Creator, have mercy. 
On the parks and green spaces in our communities; 
on those who maintain them and those who enjoy them,

Creator, have mercy. 
On those who produce food and energy to sustain our existence, 
On schools and all places of learning; on all who care for and teach children and adults, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On the poor and homeless in our communities, that there may be shelter and sustenance for them, 
On visitors and immigrants; on all who offer welcome and shelter here, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On all places of reverence and prayer; on all who honour you and on those who do not yet know you, 
On our ancestors, and on those who will come after us, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On those who suffer from any disease [and especially at this time on those stricken with X];
On those who care for loved ones who are ill, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On doctors and nurses, and all who render help and healing skill, 
On scientists and researchers, and all who search for treatments and cures, 
On all who work for public health, safety, and well-being, 

Creator, have mercy. 
On all who are fearful for their health and life, and on those who are alone and in great need, 
On those who are dying and those who have died [especially N], and on all who mourn, [especially N]

Creator, have mercy. 
Amen.
A Litany for Creation and All Creatures
 
(especially appropriate for Francistide)
President
Let us name with thanksgiving those animals for whom we care: .
Let us name with thanksgiving those animals who have been our companions over the years and are no longer with us: .
And let us remember the unnamed, unknown animals whose lives have benefited our own. 

Silence
The Litany may be led by a Deacon or other Leader. 
Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth, 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy and Mighty, Redeemer of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy Immortal One, Sanctifier of the faithful, 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, One God, 
Have mercy on us. 
Grant that all your creatures may thank and serve you; 

Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Grant favourable weather, temperate rain, and fruitful seasons, 
providing food and drink for all your creatures; 

Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Open our eyes to the joy and beauty of creation, 
that we may see your presence in all your works; 

Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Look with favour upon all who care for the earth, the water, and the air, 
that the riches of creation may abound for all your creatures; 

Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Make us faithful stewards of creation, wisely caring for the earth, the air, the seas, 
and all the life they bear; 

Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Awaken us to our responsibility for the care of creation; 

Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Forgive us our waste and pollution of creation 
and strengthen us to heal wounds we have inflicted; 

Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Remember all in captivity and those who are hunted, trapped, deserted, or abused, 
that they may find safety in homes of loving care; 

Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Let us not forget those animals who have died yet remain dear to us, 
that they may rejoice in your new creation; 

Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
President:
Holy God: No sparrow falls without your attention; nothing dies that is lost to you; nothing comes into being without your love. Give us just and compassionate hearts, that we may serve the earth and all its creatures, holding fast to the vision of your peaceable reign in which all will live with you eternally; through the Risen One, Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 
Prayer of intercession based on Colossians 1:15-20

O Christ, your cross speaks both to us and to our world.

In your dying for us you accepted the pain and hurt of the whole of creation.
The arms of your cross stretch out across the broken world in reconciliation.

Silence
You have made peace with us.
Help us to make peace with you by sharing in your reconciling work.

Silence
May we recognise your spirit disturbing and challenging us to care for creation 
and for the poor who most feel the effects of its abuse.

Silence
O Christ, the whole of creation groans.
Set us free and make us whole.

These and all our prayers we offer in obedience to Christ:

Our Father, who art in heaven,


hallowed be thy name;


thy kingdom come;


thy will be done;


on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread;


and forgive us our trespasses,


as we forgive those who trespass against us.


And lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom,


the power and the glory,


for ever and ever. Amen.

When the Lord’s Prayer concludes the Intercessions, it is not repeated at the conclusion of the Eucharistic Prayer.

Prayer of intercession based on Ephesians 4:7-16

There is no pain in our hearts or in our planet that you do not know, 
for you have touched the lowest places on earth.

Silence
Teach us to grieve with you, O Christ, 
the loss of all the beauty that is being killed.

Silence
There is no place in the heavens that cannot be touched by your resurrection presence, 
for you fill all things.

Silence
Give us strength in your victory over death to grow into your way of love, 
which does not despair but keeps sowing seeds of hope and making signs of wholeness.

Silence
In Christ all the parts of the body fit together 
joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is provided.
Each part working together, promotes the body’s growth,
building itself up in love.

Silence
Teach us to recognise our interconnectedness with all things.
Teach us to grow with each other and all living creatures through love.

Amen.
Other Resources

From Meditations with Hildegard of Bingen

The earth is at the same time mother.
She is mother of all that is natural, 
mother of all that is human.

She is mother of all,
for contained in her are the seeds of all.

The earth of humankind contains all moistness,
all verdancy,
all germinating power.
It is in so many ways fruitful.
All creation comes from it,
yet it forms not only the basic raw material for humankind
but also the substance of the incarnation of God’s Son.

From Meditations with Julian of Norwich

I saw that God was everything that is good and encouraging.

God is our clothing
that wraps, clasps and encloses us
so as never to leave us.

God showed me in my palm
a little thing round as a ball
about the size of a hazelnut. 

I looked at it with the eye of my understanding
and asked myself:
‘What is this thing?’
And I was answered: ‘It is everything that is created.’

I wondered how it could survive since it seemed so little
it could suddenly disintegrate into nothing.

The answer came: ‘It endures and ever will endure,
because God loves it.’

And so everything has being because of God’s love.

From Meditations from Meister Eckhart

Apprehend God in all things,
for God is in all things.

Every single creature is full of God
and is a book about God.
Every creature is a word of God.

If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature – 
even a caterpillar – 
I would never have to prepare a sermon.
So full of God
is every creature.

The Canticle of the Creatures

Most High, All-powerful, All-Good, Lord! 
All praise is Yours, 
all glory, all honour 
And all blessing. 

To You alone, Most High, do they belong. 
No mortal lips are worthy 
To pronounce your name. 

All praise be Yours, my Lord, through all that You have made, 
And first my lord Brother Sun, 
Who brings the day; and light you give to us through him. 
How beautiful is he, how radiant in all his splendour! 
Of You, Most High, he bears the likeness. 

All praise be Yours, my Lord, through Sister Moon and Stars; 
In the heavens You have made them, bright 
And precious and fair. 

All praise be Yours, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air, 
And fair and stormy, all the weather's moods, 
By which You cherish all that You have made. 

All praise be Yours, my Lord, through Sister Water, 
So useful, lowly, 
precious, and pure. 

All praise be Yours, my Lord, through Brother Fire, 
Through whom You brighten up the night. 
How beautiful he is, how gay! 
Full of power and strength. 

All praise be Yours, my Lord, through Sister Earth, our mother, 
Who feeds us in her sovereignty and produces 
Various fruits and coloured flowers and herbs. 

All praise be Yours, my Lord, 
through those who grant pardon 
For love of You; 
through those who endure 
Sickness and trial. 

Happy those who endure in peace, 
By You, Most High, 
they will be crowned. 

All praise be Yours, my Lord, 
through Sister Death-of-the-Body, 
From whose embrace 
no mortal can escape. 
Woe to those who die 
in mortal sin, 
Happy those She finds 
doing Your holy will! 
The second death can do 
no harm to them. 

Praise and bless my Lord, 
and give Him thanks, 
And serve Him with great humility. 

Amen.
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