
Service of the Word

for times of lament
1
Welcome
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

The President or Deacon addresses the congregation in these or similar words
We have gathered around the Word of God at a time of distress/sorrow/danger/tragedy. 
As we remember those who suffer, we lay before God our helplessness in the face of human sinfulness/natural disaster. As Christ on the cross triumphed in weakness over evil and death, we seek God in the midst of our fragility/questions/doubts/insecurity, and by the power of God’s Holy Spirit we seek to be part of God’s healing/transforming work in the world.
2
Confession and Absolution (may be used at 11)


Deacon

God is love, and we are God’s children.

Knowing we have sinned, but confident in God’s loving forgiveness, 



let us confess our sins.

or 



God is love and we are God’s children. 



There is no room for fear in love. 



We love because God loved us first. 



Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith.  



Merciful and Righteous God, 

in this broken world

we confess to you, to our brothers and sisters, and to all creation

our negligence and complicity in injustice 

towards humanity and all your creation. 

Forgive us, deliver us from evil, 

and pour out your Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you. 

For the sake of your Son, who took up the suffering of this world and died for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 



President

May the Lord forgive what we have done,


help us to amend what we do,


and direct what we shall become,


through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(SEC Daily Prayer 1988, adapted)

3
Litany or Prayer of Lament 

(see Appendix I for more options)
Prayer of Lament 1 
(from Lam. 5:1, 14-22)
Remember, Lord, what has happened to us;
    look, and see our disgrace.
The elders are gone from the city gate;
    the young men and women have stopped their music.
Joy is gone from our hearts;
    our dancing has turned to mourning.

(The crown has fallen from our head.
    Woe to us, for we have sinned!
Because of this our hearts are faint,
    because of these things our eyes grow dim
for Mount Zion, which lies desolate,
    with jackals prowling over it.)
You, Lord, reign forever;
    your throne endures from generation to generation.
Why do you always forget us?
    Why do you forsake us so long?
Restore us to yourself, Lord, that we may return;
    renew our days as of old
unless you have utterly rejected us
    and are angry with us beyond measure.

Silence

But You, God, remain the same forever,

You have compassion on us, your children,

You know how fragile we are,

You remember our weakness.
4
Collect
President

Loving God, 

you comfort the sad, 

and strengthen those who suffer: 

hear the prayers of your children 

who cry out in tribulation;

and grant, we pray, to all who are distressed

mercy, relief, and refreshment;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

ever one God, world without end.



Amen.
5
Old Testament Reading, followed by the Psalm
6
New Testament Reading
7
Gospel
Deacon

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.


Glory to Christ our Saviour. 

At the end of the reading:



Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel.



Praise to Christ our Lord.

8
Sermon, or other exposition of the Word

9
Affirmation of Faith

If appropriate, an Affirmation of Faith may be included at this point; texts are provided in Appendix III. The Nicene or Apostle’s Creed may be recited, or one of the responsorial forms may be used.
10
Intercessions

The format of the Intercessions will be chosen according to the occasion. While the participation of suitable lay people is to be encouraged, it is appropriate that the Deacon have a role in initiating and in concluding the prayers.
The following responsorial form may be used (adapted from New Patterns for Worship, F48), or intercessions may be created for the specific occasion. Periods of silence may be helpful, and it may be appropriate to draw the intercessions to a close with the Lord’s Prayer.
O God our creator,

You entrusted your good earth and those who live in it

To our care and delight.
We pray: 
For all who are in captivity to debt,

whose lives are cramped by fear

from which there is no turning

except through your abundant harvest.

May those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy.
For all who depend on the earth for their daily food and fuel,
whose forests are destroyed

for the profits of a few.

May those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy.
For all who are silenced,

who are persecuted for speaking the truth,

who are oppressed by unjust laws, 

who labour in poverty, 

who long for a harvest of justice. 

May those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy.
For all who are in captivity

to greed and waste and boredom,

whose harvest joy is choked

with things they do not need.

May those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy.
Turn us again from our captivity

and restore our vision,

that our mouth may be filled with laughter

and our tongue with singing.

Amen.
President or Deacon



As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray:



Our Father in heaven,



hallowed be your name,



your kingdom come,



your will be done,



on earth as in heaven.



Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.



Do not bring us to the time of trial



but deliver us from evil.



For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,



now and for ever. Amen.


or


As our Saviour Christ has commanded and taught us, we are bold to say:


Our Father,



who art in heaven,



hallowed be thy name;



thy kingdom come;



thy will be done;



on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread;



and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those



who trespass against us.



And lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom,



the power,

and the glory,



for ever and ever. Amen.

11
Confession and Absolution (if not used at 2)

Deacon



God is love, and we are God’s children.

Knowing we have sinned, but confident in God’s loving forgiveness, 



Let us confess our sins.

or 


God is love and we are God’s children. 



There is no room for fear in love. 



We love because God loved us first. 



Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith.  

Merciful and Righteous God, 

In this broken world

we confess to you, to our brothers and sisters, and to all creation

our negligence and complicity in injustice 

towards humanity and all your creation. 

Forgive us, deliver us from evil, 

and pour out your Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you. 

For the sake of your Son, who took up the suffering of this world and died for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 


President

May the Lord forgive what we have done,


help us to amend what we do,


and direct what we shall become,



through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(SEC Daily Prayer 1988)

12
Peace

Sentences appropriate to particular occasions are suggested in the Appendix.

President



We meet in Christ's name.



Let us share his peace.

13
Offering

During a hymn, song, music, or silence, the people’s offering may be collected, accepted in silence or the following prayer may then be said.




God of heaven and earth, 




Accept the offering of your people; 




May it be used for the healing of your broken world




Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 




Amen. 

14 
Act of Dedication

A verse from one of the Readings from Holy Scripture may be read.

Responsory 

With what shall I come before the Lord?

and bow down before the Holy One?
With what shall I come before the Lord?

God has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
With what shall I come before the Lord?

The Lord requires you 
to act justly and to love mercy
   

 and to walk humbly with your God.

I will bow down before the Holy One.
Creator God,

you never let go of the work of your hands. 

Give us the grace to participate 

in your work of justice and mercy 

for the healing of our broken world; 

and to walk humbly with you 
all the days of our life,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
15 

The Magnificat, Benedictus, Nunc Dimittis, or an appropriate hymn may be sung.
16 

DISMISSAL



The Lord be with you.



The Lord bless you.

(Ruth 2.4)

 

Let us bless the Lord.




Thanks be to God. (Alleluia)


 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,




and the love of God




and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,




be with us all, evermore. Amen.

(2 Corinthians 13.14)



A bishop or priest may give a blessing in place of the Grace.

Appendix I
Litanies of Lament

Litany of Lament 2

(Partly adapted from A Wee Worship Book: Fourth incarnation, Wild Goose Worship Group, 1999, p.14.)
Let us pray.

God the Creator,

have mercy upon us.
God the Redeemer,

have mercy upon us.
God the Sustainer,

have mercy upon us.
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity,

have mercy upon us.

The waters rise to our necks;

Save us, O God.
The floods engulf us;

Save us, O God.
We sink in the miry depths;

Save us, O God.
Calling out for help, our throats are parched;

Save us, O God.
Our eyes fail, looking for our God;

Save us, O God.
Answer us, O Lord, out of the goodness of your love; 

in your great mercy turn to us.

Do not hide your face from your servants; 

Answer us quickly, for we are in trouble.

Come near and rescue us;

Redeem us because of our foes. 

Give peace to the anxious, 

Show your loving kindness.

Give light to those whose days are grey, 

Show your loving kindness.

 Give courage to the scared,

Show your loving kindness.

Give healing to the wounded, 

Show your loving kindness.

Answer us, O Lord, out of the goodness of your love; 

in your great mercy turn to us.

Do not hide your face from your servants; 

Answer us quickly, for we are in trouble.

Come near and rescue us;

Redeem us because of our foes. 

Let the widowed find a carer

in you, our Sustainer.

Let the orphaned find a parent

in you, our Sustainer.

Let the displaced find a home

in you, our Sustainer.

let the penitent find a pardoner

in you, our Sustainer.

Let the burdened find a counsellor

in you, our Sustainer.

Let the miserly find a beggar

in you, our Sustainer.

Let the despondent find a comforter
in you, our Sustainer.

Let the legalists find a rule-breaker

in you, our Sustainer.

In the morning

Give us hope to praise you.
In the evening 

Give us reasons to be grateful for the day.

In the night

Let us rest in you. 

Holy God,
holy and strong,
holy and immortal,
have mercy upon us.
Litany of Lament 3

(From Common Worship, The Litany, sections I-III and VI-VII. Sections may be selected appropriate to the occasion.)
Let us pray.

God the Father,

have mercy upon us.
God the Son,

have mercy upon us.
God the Holy Spirit,

have mercy upon us.
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity,

have mercy upon us.
From all evil and mischief;

from pride, vanity and hypocrisy;

from envy, hatred and malice;

and from all evil intent,

good Lord, deliver us.
From sloth, worldliness and love of money;

from hardness of heart

and contempt for your word and your laws,

good Lord, deliver us.
From sins of body and mind;

from the deceits of the world, the flesh and the devil,

good Lord, deliver us.
From famine and disaster;

from violence, murder and dying unprepared,

good Lord, deliver us.
In all times of sorrow;

in all times of joy;

in the hour of death,

and at the day of judgement,

good Lord, deliver us.
By the mystery of your holy incarnation;

by your birth, childhood and obedience;

by your baptism, fasting and temptation,

good Lord, deliver us.
By your ministry in word and work;

by your mighty acts of power;

and by your preaching of the kingdom,

good Lord, deliver us.
By your agony and trial;

by your cross and passion;

and by your precious death and burial,

good Lord, deliver us.
By your mighty resurrection;

by your glorious ascension;

and by your sending of the Holy Spirit,

good Lord, deliver us.
Help and comfort the lonely, the bereaved and the oppressed.

Lord, have mercy.
Keep in safety those who travel, and all who are in danger.

Lord, have mercy.
Heal the sick in body and mind,

and provide for the homeless, the hungry and the destitute.

Lord, have mercy.
Show your pity on prisoners and refugees,

and all who are in trouble.

Lord, have mercy.
Forgive our enemies, persecutors and slanderers,

and turn their hearts.

Lord, have mercy.
Hear us as we remember

those who have died in the peace of Christ,

both those who have confessed the faith

and those whose faith is known to you alone,

and grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom.

Lord, have mercy.
Give us true repentance;

forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance

and our deliberate sins;

and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit

to amend our lives according to your holy word.

Holy God,
holy and strong,
holy and immortal,
have mercy upon us.
Appendix II 
Readings and Sentences
This appendix contains suggested readings and introductions for the sharing of peace. These are indicative rather than prescriptive, and readings, sentences, and prayers may always be chosen to fit the specific occasion. The sentences relate to the readings, but those using this rite will want to consider how they may be understood by the congregation if heard out of context, and adapt accordingly.
Some sentences are provided in responsorial form, so that the congregation may participate if provided with the words.

The introductions to the sharing of Peace are usually followed by the customary 
We meet in Christ’s name. 
Let us share his peace.

For Justice

A.
Deut. 10:17–22 

Psalm 107:2–9

Acts 11:27–30

Matt. 25:31–46

Peace:
Come, you that are blessed by my Father, says the Lord; inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. (Matt 25:34)

B.

Isaiah 58:6–11

Psalm 112: 1–10

James 2:1-13 

Luke 16:19–31

Peace:

Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, 
For those who are gracious and compassionate and righteous. 

Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely,

Who conduct their affairs with justice. (Ps. 112:4-5)

In the face of death
A.

2 Kings 20:1–6 or Job 19:21-27a
Psalm 102: 1–2, 23–24
2 Cor. 4:8–18

John 11:17-27
Peace: Ps 102:18–20
Let this be written for a future generation,
    that a people not yet created may praise the Lord:
“The Lord looked down from his sanctuary on high,
    from heaven he viewed the earth,
to hear the groans of the prisoners
    and release those condemned to death.”
B.
Isaiah 53:1–5, 10–11

For the psalm: Isaiah 38:10–12, 16

2 Cor. 12:7–10

Luke 22:39–43

Peace

I cried like a swift or thrush,
    I moaned like a mourning dove.
My eyes grew weak as I looked to the heavens.
    I am being threatened; Lord, come to my aid! (Isaiah 38:14)
For Lament

A.

Lamentations 3:17–26

Ps. 42:1–4

2 Cor 12 :7b-10
Mark 15:33–39

Peace

We remember our affliction and our wandering, 
The bitterness and the gall. 

Yet this we call to mind, and therefore we have hope:

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 

For his compassions never fail. (Lam 3:19,21-22)

B.
Job 2:7-13
Psalm 130

Rom 8:31-39
Matt. 11:25–30

Peace: 

Jesus said: Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. (Matt 11:29)
C.

Job 6:2-13
Psalm 88:1-5,13-18

Rom 8:18-24, (31-32, 35-39)


Matt. 2:16-20

Peace
If God is for us, who can be against us? 

In Times of Persecution

A.

1 Kings 19:1-9 (10-18) 

Ps. 7

Acts 7: 51-60 

Luke 6:22-23
Peace
Jesus said: ‘In the world you face persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the world!’ (John 16:32-33). 

B.

Gen. 4:(1-7) 8-10 (11-16) 

Ps. 54
Rev.6:9-11

Mt 23:29-39

Peace
I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you; I will praise your name, Lord, for it is good. (Ps.54:6)
After Shootings or Terrorist Attacks

Amos 1:11-15
Psalm 13 
Romans 12:14-21
Mt. 5:3-12

Peace: 
I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with me. (Ps. 13:6)
After Natural Disasters
Hab. 3:8-19
Ps. 29

Rom. 8:31-39

Luke 8:22-25
Peace
The voice of God is over the waters;

The voice of God is powerful;

The voice of God says: Peace be with you. (after Ps.29)

In the Face of Illness
2 Kings 5:1-14
Ps. 73

James 5:13-18
Mark 1:29-34

Peace
Great is God’s love, reaching to the heavens; God’s faithfulness reaches to the skies. We meet in Christ’s name : Let us share his peace. (Ps 57:10)
In Times of Conflict
Proverbs 15:1-4 or  Isaiah 2:1-5
Ps. 31

1 Corinthians 13: 4-8

Matthew 5: 38-48
Peace
If you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the alter. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift. (Mt. 5:23-24)
Christ invites us to be reconciled with one another and with God at the Table of reconciliation. Let us share his peace. 

In Bereavement

Genesis 23:1-20
Psalm 103

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Matthew 5:3-9

Peace:

We for our part have crossed over from death to life. This we know because we love one another as Christ loved us. (1 John 3:14)
In Brokenness and Fragility

A.
Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 103:13-18
Ephesians 4:1-6 
Matthew 10:16-20;26-31

Peace 

Our days are but as grass, but the merciful and loving kindness of God is on those who fear God; and God’s peace and righteousness with their children’s children. (Ps. 103: 15, 17)
B.

Isaiah 55

Psalm 42(-43)

Hebrews 12:1-2

Luke 12:22-28

Peace
Surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses to our faith, let us lay down our burdens. (Hebrews 12:1) 
Appendix III

Affirmations of Faith
A
The Apostles’ Creed


I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth. 


I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 


who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 


and born of the Virgin Mary, 


suffered under Pontius Pilate, 


was crucified, died, and was buried; 


he descended to the dead. 


On the third day he rose again; 


he ascended into heaven, 


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 


I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic Church, 


the communion of saints, 


the forgiveness of sins, 


the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting. Amen.
Responsive Version

Do you believe in God the Father?


I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.


Do you believe in God the Son?


I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit


and born of the Virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died and was buried;


he descended to the dead.


On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come again 


to judge the living and the dead.


Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?


I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,


the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting. Amen.
B
Do you believe in God the Creator,


who made the world?


I believe.


Do you believe in God the Saviour,


who redeemed humanity?


I believe.


Do you believe in God the Sanctifier,


who gives life to God’s people?


I believe.

C
Let this mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus:*

the divine nature was his from the first:


Yet he did not grasp at equality with God;*


he emptied himself and became like a slave.


Taking the nature of man 


he was revealed in human form;*


he humbled himself and became obedient 


even to death, death on a cross.


Therefore God has raised him on high,*


and has given him a name above every other name;


So that in the name of Jesus every knee shall bow,*


in heaven, on earth, and in the depths;


And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord;*


to the glory of God the Father.
D
Metrical Creed

May be sung to any 87 87 or 87 87D tune. 


We believe in God the Father,



God almighty, by whose plan



earth and heaven sprang to being,



all created things began.



We believe in Christ the Saviour,



Son of God in human frame,



virgin-born, the child of Mary



upon whom the Spirit came.



Christ, who on the cross forsaken,



like a lamb to slaughter led,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,



he descended to the dead.



We believe in Jesus risen,



heaven’s king to rule and reign,



to the Father’s side ascended



till as judge he comes again.



We believe in God the Spirit;



in one Church, below, above:



saints of God in one communion,



one in holiness and love.



So by faith, our sins forgiven,



Christ our Saviour, Lord and friend,



we shall rise with him in glory



to the life that knows no end.

(Common Worship)
E
The Nicene Creed



We believe in one God, 



the Father, the almighty, 



maker of heaven and earth, 



of all that is, seen and unseen. 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 



the only Son of God, 



eternally begotten of the Father, 



God from God, Light from Light, 



true God from true God, 



begotten, not made, 



of one substance with the Father. 



Through him all things were made. 



For us and for our salvation 



he came down from heaven; 



by the power of the Holy Spirit 



he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 



and was made human. 



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 



he suffered death and was buried. 



On the third day he rose again 



In accordance with the Scriptures; 



he ascended into heaven 



and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 



and his kingdom will have no end. 




We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 



who proceeds from the Father. 



With the Father and the Son, he is worshipped and glorified. 



He has spoken through the prophets. 



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 



We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 



We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 








Scottish Liturgy 1982

Responsive version



We believe in one God, 



the Father, the almighty,



maker of heaven and earth, 


of all that is, seen and unseen. 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 



the only Son of God, 



eternally begotten of the Father, 



God from God, Light from Light, 


true God from true God, 



begotten, not made, 



of one substance with the Father. 



Through him all things were made. 



For us and for our salvation 



he came down from heaven; 



by the power of the Holy Spirit 



he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 



and was made human.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 


he suffered death and was buried. 



On the third day he rose again 



in accordance with the Scriptures; 



he ascended into heaven 


and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 


He will come again in glory 



to judge the living and the dead, 


and his kingdom will have no end. 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, 



the Lord, the giver of life, 



who proceeds from the Father. 



With the Father and the Son, 



he is worshipped and glorified. 



He has spoken through the prophets. 



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 



We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 



We look for the resurrection of the dead, 


and the life of the world to come. Amen.
